Dr. John Fitch, Ph.D.

Dr. Susan E. Stans, Ph.D.

Florida Gulf Cost University

ITINERARY FOR STUDENTS and FACULTY

to

NEW ZEALAND and

FIJI 

MAY 19 – JUNE 9, 2001

NOTE:
  Meal designations which are underlined in the daily itinerary are meals which are already included in the per-person cost of your travel program.  Meals not underlined in each day’s designations are meals for which you are responsible in/through your personal budget.

DAY 1 / Saturday, May 19

Depart Miami International Airport on your flights to Queenstown, New Zealand.

Meals will be served aloft during the flights at appropriate times.



Depart MIAMI

  5:00 p.m.
UA 229





(Miami International Airport)





Arrive LOS ANGELES
  7:50 p.m.





(Los Angeles International Airport)





Depart LOS ANGELES
  9:30 p.m.
NZ 001





(Los Angeles International Airport)

DAY 2 / Sunday, May 20

Aloft en route to New Zealand / cross the International Date Line, advancing one day

DAY 3 / Monday, May 21

Upon your arrival in Auckland, New Zealand, you will be met by a representative of Southern Crossings, Departure Point’s collaborator in the south Pacific.

Your New Zealand documents will be presented to you and our representative will assist you in transferring from the airport’s international terminal to the domestic terminal for your connecting flight from Auckland to Queenstown.





Arrive AUCKLAND

  5:15 p.m.





Depart AUCKLAND

10:00 a.m.
NZ 639





Arrive QUEENSTOWN
11:50 a.m.

DAY 3 / Monday, May 21 (continued)

Upon your arrival in Queenstown you will be met by your driver and private motorcoach for an introductory sightseeing tour of Queenstown, including a visit to historic Arrowtown.

[Queenstown is set on the shores of Lake Wakatipu amidst the massive peaks of the Southern Alps in what is considered to be one of the most scenic settings in the world.

The city is located on the southwestern side of the southern of New Zealand’s two islands.]

Upon conclusion of your touring you will be transferred to you overnight accommodations,

with the remainder of the day at leisure for rest or personal sightseeing.

Dinner at your hotel and overnight in Queenstown.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:
On board your flight
Lunch:

On your own

Dinner:
Group dinner in Queenstown
Accommodations for this evening are at:

St. Moritz Novotel Suites

Queenstown, New Zealand

DAY 4 / Tuesday, May 22

Your driver and coach will meet you at your accommodations at 10:00 a.m. and accompany you on a sightseeing tour of the city. Your morning will include an exhilarating jet boat ride on the Shotover River as well as a gondola ride to Bob’s Peak and the opportunity to view an introductory film to New Zealand – the Kiwi Magic Movie.

The afternoon is at your leisure for group activities or personal sightseeing. In your free time we recommend a stroll to Steamer Wharf.

At 6:00 p.m. you will depart Queenstown aboard the TSS Earnslaw steamship for Walter Peak sheep station. Upon arrival you will be escorted through the beautiful lakeside gardens to the gracious Colonel’s Homestead where you will enjoy a buffet dinner. Following your meal enjoy an entertaining farm show before returning to Queenstown at approximately 10:00 p.m.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:
Group breakfast at your hotel
Lunch:

On your own

Dinner:
Buffet dinner at Colonel’s Homestead
Accommodations for this evening are at:

St. Moritz Novotel Suites

Queenstown, New Zealand

DAY 5 / Wednesday, May 23

You will depart Queenstown at 7:00 a.m. this morning. Your driver and motorcoach will meet you at your accommodations for your journey to the majestic Milford Sound, one of New Zealand’s most spectacular areas.

Drive via Lake Te Anau and the Homer Tunnel to Milford Sound – en route there will be the opportunity for brief nature walks. Upon arrival you will board a specially designed vessel to undertake a breathtaking cruise on the fjord to the Tasman Sea. Sheer rock walls, waterfalls and the mile-high monolith of Mitre Peak are the backdrop as you enjoy a buffet lunch.

After your morning cruise you will continue your drive across the southern island to Dunedin (a drive of approximately 5-1/2 hours).

Dinner and overnight at your accommodations in Dunedin.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:
Group breakfast at your hotel
Lunch:

Group buffet lunch during cruise
Dinner:
Group dinner at your accommodations in Dunedin
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Executive Residence

Dunedin, New Zealand

DAY 6 / Thursday, May 24

A full day of sightseeing awaits you. At 10:00 a.m. your driver will meet you at your accommodations to introduce you to selected sites in this city of Scottish heritage. Among other sites you will visit the Albatross Colony at Taiaria Head – the only mainland breeding colony in the world and a tour of the unique yellow-eyed penguin colony.

Dinner and overnight at your accommodations in Dunedin.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your hotel
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Dunedin
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Executive Residence

Dunedin, New Zealand

DAY 7 / Friday, May 25

After breakfast you will depart (8:00 a.m.) Dunedin to drive northward to Christchurch, a drive of approximately 5 hours.

DAY 7 / Friday, May 25 (continued)

During the course of your drive you will visit the unique Moeraki boulders and the town of Oamaru, famous for its sandstone used in much of the south island’s architecture.

[Christchurch is a garden city. It was established by the English in the 19th century to create an “England of the South Seas’. The city’s gothic architecture, statues of great figures, and the English-style parks and gardens evoke strong memories of its heritage. The River Avon meanders through the center of the city.]
In the afternoon, after your arrival in Christchurch, you will visit the International Antarctic Centre, following which you will be transferred to your overnight accommodations.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your hotel
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Christchurch
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Heritage Hotel

Christchurch, New Zealand

DAY 8 / Saturday, May 26
An early departure from your hotel (7:00 a.m.) will put you on the road to Wellington, the nation’s capital city, on the north island.

Your first stop will be at Kaikoura, situated midway between Christchurch and Picton on the east coast of the south island. The area is overlooked by majestic mountains which are snow-capped for many months of the year. In the waters off the peninsula a complex marine system provides a rich habitat for marine animals and seabirds. In mid-morning you will be able to enjoy an exhilarating WhaleWatch excursion which will provide the opportunity to view sperm whales, dolphins and fur seals (approximately 3 hours duration).

It is suggested that you take your lunch in Kaikoura before continuing north to Picton (about 2-1/2 hours drive).

At 5:00 p.m. you will depart Picton aboard the InterIslander Ferry to cross the Cook Straits to reach the northern island.  The ferry is scheduled to arrive in Wellington at 8:00 p.m. Upon your arrival at the Wellington Ferry Terminal you will be met by your driver and private motorcoach for a transfer to your overnight accommodations in Wellington.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your hotel in Christchurch
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Wellington
Accommodations for this evening are at:

Novotel Wellington

Wellington, New Zealand

DAY 9 / Sunday, May 27

A guided tour of the city follows breakfast.  Visit or view sites such as the parliament buildings, the Te Papa – Museum of New Zealand – and a view over the city, the harbor and the straits from the summit of Mount Victoria.

[Wellington is a cosmopolitan city and the country’s capital. It is surrounded by steep hills and a spectacular harbor. It is the home to many fine museums, libraries, art galleries, theaters and parks within the central city area.]
The afternoon hours are at your leisure for personal independent sightseeing. A ride on Wellington’s cable car to the Botanical Gardens and the Lady Norwood Rose Garden would be of interest as would a guided tour of the parliament buildings.

Dinner and overnight at your accommodations in Wellington.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your hotel in Wellington
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Wellington
Accommodations for this evening are at:

Novotel Wellington

Wellington, New Zealand

DAY 10 / Monday, May 28
Depart Wellington this morning after breakfast (8:30 a.m.) to journey to Hawkes Bay,

approximately a 4 hours drive north of Wellington.

Hawkes Bay is one of New Zealand’s richest agricultural areas including viticulture.

The wine growing region has produced superb wines of every variety.

Your overnight stay will be on a Marae as guests of the Maori people.

Your introduction to the culture is a Powhiri – a welcome ceremony

Followed by a dinner and an informal discussion of the culture.

Dinner and overnight on a Marae in Hawkes Bay.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your hotel in Wellington
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations on a marae in Hawkes Bay
Accommodations for this evening are at:

A marae

Hawkes Bay, New Zealand

DAY 11 / Tuesday, May 29

Depart Hawkes Bay after breakfast for a three hour drive to Rotorua.

Enroute to Rotorua you will visit the Waiotapu Thermal Reserve,

New Zealand’s most colorful volcanic area.

You will also visit the Agrodome Farm Show featuring many breeds of New Zealand sheep and followed by a sheep dog demonstration, Rainbow and Fairy Springs, featuring unique flora and fauna and endangered and native species, and the Rotorua Museum – a visit which should enhance your insight into the history of this fascinating thermal area.

[Rotorua is renowned as New Zealand’s heart of Maori culture and thermal activity.  Geysers, steaming lakes and streams, mud pools, multicolored silica terraces and hot mineral pools known for their curative properties are all unique to this region.]
Dinner is on your own this evening – you might want to try one of the many cafes

which are located in the center of the town.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at the marae in Rotorua
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  On your own this evening
Accommodations for this evening are at:

Royal Lakeside Novotel Hotel

Rotorua, New Zealand

DAY 12 / Wednesday, May 30

A six hour drive from the marae in Rotorua will bring you to the Bay of Islands

(about a six hour drive) where you will be accommodated overnight.

[The historic and picturesque Bay of Islands region was the first center of European settlement in New Zealand. The 150 islands in the sparkling Bay give the region its name, and the opportunity to appreciate and to enjoy New Zealand’s maritime climate make this a special part of the country.]
Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at the marae in Rotorua
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Russell, Bay of Islands
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Duke of Marlborough

Russell

The Bay of Islands, New Zealand

DAY 13 / Thursday, May 31

At 9:00 a.m. you will depart your hotel to go to the Russell Wharf. Depart from the wharf for a morning cruise to Cape Brett and the famous ‘Hole in the Rock’.

In the afternoon enjoy sightseeing which will include a visit to the Waitangi Treaty House where the Treaty of Waitangi was signed in 1840 between the New Zealand Maori and the British Crown.

Return to your accommodations for dinner and overnight.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations in Russell, Bay of Islands
Lunch:
  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Russell, Bay of Islands
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Duke of Marlborough

Russell

The Bay of Islands, New Zealand

DAY 14 / Friday, June 1
This morning you will leave the Bay of Islands area to drive southward to Auckland. The drive of approximately 3 hours is a scenic drive via Hokianga Harbor and Waipoua Kauri Forest

and on to Matakohe.

Enjoy a visit to “Kauri Country” where you will experience a guided ‘eco-soft adventure’ including an insight into New Zealand’s famous native trees, a four-wheel drive safari and an agricultural experience on the Smith Family’s private one thousand acre farm.

Continue on to Auckland (approximately a 2 hour drive).

Upon arrival in Auckland enjoy a visit to SkyTower for magnificent views of Auckland. The Tower, 328 meters high, is the tallest building in the southern hemisphere and has four observation decks including an outdoor deck, a glass elevator and floor panels, and multi-lingual audio guides.

After your visit you will be accompanied to your hotel for your evening meal

and your overnight accommodations.
[Auckland – known as the ‘City of Sails’ and home of the Americas’ Cup has one of the world’s most beautiful harbors. With its subtropical climate extensive parks and the nearby islands of the Hauraki Gulf, Auckland offers much to residents and visitors alike with idyllic, secluded bays and beaches located a short distance from the city center.]
Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations in Russell, Bay of Islands
Lunch:  A group lunch is included today
Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Auckland
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Novotel Hotel

Auckland, New Zealand

DAY 15 / Saturday, June 2

You’re off to the beach this morning!  Your driver will meet you at your hotel and take you on a scenic drive to Muriwai – one of Auckland’s well known west coast beaches, and enjoy the expansive views of this scenic and rugged coastal area – for those who wish, enjoy a short coastal stroll viewing local flora, fauna, and the gannet colony. Here the gentle landscape meets the foothills of the Waitakere range where the scenery becomes more vivid and dramatic. It is in this area that the movie ‘The Piano’ was filmed.

Return to Auckland to visit the SkyTower (if yesterday’s visit did not allow you enough time to go to one of the observations levels of the Tower). Proceed along Auckland’s waterfront to Kelly Tarlton’s Underwater World and Antarctic Encounter to enjoy a fascinating look at life under the sea New Zealand style, and an appreciation of the vast continent directly south of New Zealand – Antarctica.

Enjoy a visit to Auckland War Memorial Museum and view the Maori Challenge show before

Continuing along Auckland’s waterfront to Kelly Tarlton’s Underwater World and Antarctic Encounter to enjoy a fascinating look at life under the sea New Zealand style and an appreciation of the vast continent directly south of New Zealand – Antarctica.

Depart Kelly Tarlton’s for Auckland International Airport to prepare for your flight from New Zealand to the Fiji Islands.

On arrival at Nadi Airport in Fiji you will be greeted with a flowering lei and then met by your driver and motorcoach for a transfer to your overnight accommodations.

Depart AUCKLAND

  6:30 p.m.
NZ 052

(Auckland International Airport)

Arrive NADI, FIJI

  9:30 p.m.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations in Auckland
Lunch:  On your own in Auckland

Dinner:  Aloft, during your flight from Auckland to Nadi
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Tanoa International Hotel

Nadi, Fiji

DAY 16 / Sunday, June 3

A morning sightseeing tour will introduce you to Fiji and Fijian culture. Visit or view sites such as the Lawai pottery village, Kula Bird Park, and the Kalevu Centre.

Return to your accommodations in the mid-afternoon.

The remainder of the day is at your leisure for group activity or for personal sightseeing.

Dinner and overnight at your accommodations in Fiji.

[The exotic islands of Fiji are located in the clear blue waters of the South Pacific – a scenic and fabled wonderland inhabited by a people who invented the true meaning of hospitality. Comprising approximately 300 islands dotted across 200,000 square miles of ocean is a multicultural society formed by the mingling of indigenous Fijian, Indian, European and Chinese lifestyles and influences.

Fiji is renowned for its sun drenched and palm fringed island resorts located on the shores of tranquil lagoons and untouched white sand beaches which offer their guests the romance of the warm, tropical Pacific sun and winds.]

DAY 16 / Sunday, June 3 (continued)

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations in Nadi, Fiji
Lunch:  On your own in Nadi

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations in Nadi, Fiji
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Tanoa International Hotel

Nadi, Fiji

DAY 17 / Monday, June 4

Your driver will transfer you from your hotel to the Denerau Marina. Here you will board a launch which will take you to Beachcomber Island.

Beachcomber Island is surrounded by a marine sanctuary providing an unique opportunity to enjoy a variety of water activities and to experience the idyllic clear blue water of the ocean.

Dinner and overnight at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations in Nadi, Fiji
Lunch:  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Beachcomber Resort

Beachcomber Island, Fiji

DAY 18 / Tuesday, June 5
Today you will enjoy an ‘Island Seafari’ – an excursion which includes a visit

to a Fijian village and a shell market.

The remainder of the day is at your leisure for group activity or for personal sightseeing.

Dinner and overnight at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Lunch:  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Beachcomber Resort

Beachcomber Island, Fiji

DAY 19 / Wednesday, June 6

The entire day is at your leisure for group activity

or for personal sightseeing on Beachcomber Island.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Lunch:  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Beachcomber Resort

Beachcomber Island, Fiji

DAY 20 / Thursday, June 7

The entire day is at your leisure for group activity

or for personal sightseeing on Beachcomber Island.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Lunch:  On your own

Dinner:  Group dinner at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Accommodations for this evening are at:

The Beachcomber Resort

Beachcomber Island, Fiji

DAY 21 / Friday, June 8

The majority of the day is at your leisure.

At 4:30 p.m. y\Your driver will indicate to you the time of your departure from Beachcomber Island to return to Denerau by launch in order to be transferred to Nadi Airport in time to check in for and to board your non-stop flight from Nadi, Fiji, to Los Angeles, California.

Meals are served on board the flight between Nadi and Los Angeles.

On arrival in Los Angeles you will re-enter the United States. You must, therefore, present your passport for inspection and pass through American Customs.

Note:  since you cross the International Date Line between Nadi and Los Angeles, you will arrive in Los Angeles in the afternoon of Friday, June 8. Hence, you will experience two June 8ths!

Your flight from Nadi arrives in Los Angeles too late to connect with a non-stop flight

From Los Angeles to Miami. Hence you will overnight in Los Angeles and continue your

Journey homeward tomorrow, Saturday, June 9. 

DAY 21 / Friday, June 8 (continued)





Depart NADI


10:50 p.m.
NZ 052





Arrive LOS ANGELES
  2:40 p.m.





(Los Angeles International Airport)

Transfer from the International Arrivals Terminal to your hotel, the Travelodge LAX South,

by way of the hotel's complimentary transfer van service.

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Group breakfast at your accommodations on Beachcomber Island
Lunch:  On your own

Dinner:  Meals are served aboard your flight from Nadi to Los Angeles
Landside meals after arrival in Los Angeles: on your own

Accommodations for this evening are at:

Travelodge LAX South

1804 E. Sycamore Avenue

El Segundo, CA 90245

(310) 615-1073 / Fax: (310) 322-4475

DAY 22 / Saturday, June 9

Transfer from your hotel to the terminal by way of the hotel’s complimentary transfer service.

You need to arrive at the United Airlines check-in desk at Terminal 7

(reconfirm this terminal number on your arrival in Los Angeles!) no later than 7:00 a.m.

Meals will be served aloft between Los Angeles and Miami.





Depart LOS ANGELES
  8:15 a.m.
UA 228 (NZ 9377)





(Los Angeles International Airport)





Arrive MIAMI

  3:59 p.m.





(Miami International Airport)

Meal Program for today:

Breakfast:  Complimentary continental breakfast served buffet style at Travelodge LAX South
Meals served aloft between Los Angeles and Miami

The Travelodge LAX South, a 1961 construction, is located ½ mile from LAX (International Airport). Rooms are appointed with hair dryers, phones, satellite TV (premium channel), coffee maker and full kitchen (some rooms).

Complimentary continental breakfast and evening snacks are offered. An outdoor pool and guest laundry are available. The hotel was most recently renovated in 1997.

WELCOME HOME!

PRICING FOR THIS TRAVEL PROGRAM

TO THE SOUTH PACIFIC (New Zealand and Fiji)

AS OF MARCH 16, 2001

$5,499 per-person, based on two people sharing a twin-bedded room

(and based on a minimum of 10 paying passengers)

$5,265 per-person, based on two people sharing a twin-bedded room

(and based on a minimum of 12 paying passengers)

$5,160 per-person, based on two people sharing a twin-bedded room

(and based on a minimum of 14 paying passengers)

The data contained in this itinerary is valid and in effect as of March 16, 2001.   Meal designations appear as a part of each day's itinerary.  Flight times are subject to change prior to departure or even during travel.  The entire itinerary or any part thereof is subject to change at any time and without prior notice due to local conditions, and sites may be visited or viewed in an order different from the final itinerary, or deleted if warranted, due to local conditions.  All travelers travel at all times and in all places at their own risk.  The announced per-person price of this travel program is based on a minimum of 10, 12, and 14 paying passengers.  The announced per-person price of this travel program is always subject to change prior to departure due to, among other possible causes, 1) a revaluation or change in international airline fares and/or taxes, and/or fuel or other surcharge(s), and/or, 2) an unusual fluctuation in the international currency market,  and/or, 3) the unanticipated but legitimate change in prices of hotels and/or other land, air or sea services due to international markets, and/or, 4) the lack of the minimum number of paying passengers on which the travel program is priced.  In such an event and in order for this travel program to operate, passengers will be assessed a "departure surcharge" reflecting such changes.  Such a surcharge must be paid prior to the presentation to passengers of airline tickets and travel documents and prior, therefore, to the group's departure.  It must also be noted that many hotels throughout the world are now requiring a non-refundable deposit to hold personal and/or group reservation(s). This situation means that cancellation from the travel roster by a traveler once a one has registered for the travel program will render that person's deposit and payments toward the travel program subject to penalty of refund based on the willingness of any given hotel to waive a non-refundable deposit.  Departure Point’s “Terms and Conditions of Travel” govern the relationship between Departure Point and any and all clients.   This itinerary has been custom-created by Departure Point exclusively for Dr. John Fitch, Ph.D., and Dr. Susan E. Stans,  Ph.D., of Florida Gulf Coast University in Ft. Meyers, Florida, at their request, and for their exclusive use.  This itinerary and the information and data contained therein are not to be reproduced by any other individual(s), agency(ies), group(s) and/or organization(s) for any purpose whatsoever and subsequently dispersed and/or utilized without Departure Point's specific and explicit written consent and agreement.

Departure Point is an international group travel division of The Shirben Group, Inc.  The Shirben Group, Inc., is an IATAN-endorsed travel agency and a member of the American Society of Travel Agents (ASTA) and the Cruise Lines International Association (CLIA).  The Shirben Group, Inc., maintains corporate and operational headquarters in Arlington, Virginia.  The Shirben Group, Inc., maintains professional liability protection with The Berkely Group, and provides TRAVELEX optional personal trip cancellation insurance brochures/applications to each passenger on receipt of a completed travel application form and accompanying deposit payment.
