Southeastern Native Americans

ANT 4311    CRN 10807

or EVR 4930

Thursdays 9:30-12:15

BHG 213

          This course is a survey of Native Americans from the Southeastern US from the past to the present in relationship to the environment in which they have lived and moved.  Topics include cultural heritage as it relates to local environment and tourism, cultural survival, issues of land and tribal identity, and environmental justice concerns among modern tribes.  This course may be used to fulfill Gordon Rule requirements if needed by the student and is accepted as an elective in the Environmental Studies Major.

Professor:

Susan E. Stans, Ph.D.

College of Arts and Sciences

Whitaker Building Room 250

sstans@fgcu.edu
941   590-7174

http://itech.fgcu.edu/faculty/sstans/sstans.html

FAX:  941   590-7200

Office Hours:

Wednesday   12:00-1:00

Thursday  1:30-3:30

Or by appointment.

Goals and Objectives: 

1.  To understand cultural diversity:  Students will be introduced to Native Americans of the Southeastern United States from pre-history to the present.  

Assessment:  Students will read five books on different facets of Southeastern Indian culture from the past to the present.

2.  To communicate effectively:  Students will use a variety of writing genres to synthesize what they have read in the texts.

Assessment:  Students will be graded on their six papers which include narrative writing,  age appropriate text, comparisons, and position papers using logic.  

3.  To visualize the environmental relationships in culture.  Students will look for patterns that create a relationship between the social, physical, and ideological environment and human culture.  

Assessment:  Paper subjects are to integrate environmental perspective into their thinking and writing.

4. To participate in Sun-Earth Day to draw connections between Native American stories and Sun and Earth Science.

Assessment:  a.  Writing a Seminole children’s book and activity sheets on Seminole technology and natural resources.  b. Illustrating or interviewing a Native American to learn stories related to the creation of the earth or sun.  

Texts:

Brown, Robin.  1994.  Florida's First People.  Sarasota, FL: Pineapple Press, Inc.  

MacCauley.  2000. The Seminole Indians of Florida.  Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida.  

Faiman-Silva, Sandra.  1997.  Choctaws at the Crossroads.  Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.

Blu, Karen I. 1980.  The Lumbee Problem:  The Making of an American Indian People.  Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.

Finger, John R.  1991.  Cherokee Americans:  the Eastern Band of Cherokees in the Twentieth Century.  Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press.

Schedule:

Jan 17     Reading: Brown, Robin.  1994.  Florida's First People

Jan 24     Reading: Brown, Robin.  1994.  Florida's First People

Jan 31     First Assignment Due: Calusa Eco-Tour Monolog.  

               Reading: Brown, Robin.  1994.  Florida's First People

               Field Trip to Mound Key or other location.

Feb 7      Reading: MacCauley.  2000. The Seminole Indians of Florida

Feb 14     Second Assignment Due:   Seminole Children's Natural Science Book 

                Reading: MacCauley.  2000. The Seminole Indians of Florida

                Field Trip to Athathiki Seminole Museum

Feb 21     Reading:  Faiman-Silva, Sandra.  1997.  Choctaws at the Crossroads

Feb 28      Third Assignment Due: Choctaw Ecological Change.
                 Reading:  Faiman-Silva, Sandra.  1997.  Choctaws at the Crossroads

Service Learning Opportunity:  

March 7   Reading:  Blu, Karen I. 1980.  The Lumbee Problem

March 11-March 17 

Spring Break

March 21  Fourth Assignment Due: Position Paper Debate:  The Lumbee and Federal                       Recognition.  

                 Reading:  Blu, Karen I. 1980.  The Lumbee Problem:  

March 28  Reading:  Finger, John R.  1991.  Cherokee Americans

April 4    Fifth Assignment due: Land and Identity:  The Cherokee and the Lumbee
                Reading:  Finger, John R.  1991.  Cherokee Americans

April 11   Analysis and reflection of books read.

April 18    Final Assignment with Power Point Presentation Due

April 30    Finals Week

Assignments:  Student's will write SIX one thousand-word essays or short papers for their course grade (about four pages).  One final paper will involve a sixth southeastern cultural group and be given to the class as a Powerpoint Presentation.  Each paper will be emailed as an attachment to the professor as a Word document, double-spaced with a bibliography, although the bibliography will not count toward the 1000 word essay.  The short papers will be graded according to the rubric at 

The writing assignments are as follows:

Calusa Eco-Tour Monolog.  Students will research Calusa artifacts and local archaeological sites to develop a monolog useful for tour guides in describing how a Calusa man or woman must have thought about and used his or her environment.  May be related to Sun Earth Day.

100 points for the monolog and 25 points for a bibliography and illustrations.

Due January 31 at 5:00 pm or earlier via email.

Seminole Children's Natural Science Book.  Students will create a children's story based on the MacCauley book regarding the Seminole technology at the time of the report and its relationship to the environment.  It should be written at the elementary level and include a glossary of new words, references to Creek language, and have accompanying activities appropriate for young readers.  

100 points for story and 25 points for illustration and photos in book form in PowerPoint.    Due  February 14 at 5:00 pm or earlier via email.  

Choctaw Ecological Change.  Students will compare the earlier environment of the Choctaw before being removed to Okalahoma and after.  They will examine what kinds of change were forced upon the culture because of this removal.

100 points for short paper and 25 points for research and bibliography.  Due February 28 at 5:00 pm or earlier via email.  

OR

Interviewing a Native American about the origins of the Sun or Earth, writing the story, and include pictures or photos for inclusion in a web site for Sun Earth Day.  

100 points for short paper and 25 points for research, pictures, and bibliography.  Due February 28 at 5:00 pm or earlier via email.  

Position Paper Debate:  The Lumbee and Federal Recognition.  Students will be asked to select a position to create and support an argument for or against governmental recognition of the Lumbees as a Federal Tribe.  Address issues such as how to establish ethnic identity and allocation and distribution of land.

100 points for position paper.   25 points for bibliography and participation in class debate. 

Due March 21 at 5:00 pm or earlier via email.  

Land and Identity:  The Cherokee and the Lumbee.  Compare the Cherokee and the Lumbee and their history of their identity to land.  What makes each unique?  Base your information on the quality of the land, relative value and other factors.  What made the Cherokee more recognized as an intact cultural unit?  

100 points.  25 points for outside research and citations on how other tribal lands were established and identity established.

Due April 4 at 5:00 pm or earlier via email.

Culture and the Environment Paper on Alabama, Ais, Tequesta, Apalachee, Miccosukee, Catawba, Chickasaw, Natchez, or Creek.   Sign up to research a Native American group from the list and write a short paper on how their culture relates to the environment at the time period you select.  After you have written the paper, put your outline into a PowerPoint presentation to show the class.  Search Google.com or other search engines to add photographs and other data to your presentation.  Tell the class about what you have learned. 

Due April 18 at 5:00 pm or earlier via email.

100 points for paper.  25 points for bibliography and outline.  

50 points for PowerPoint presentation.   Total points earned for this project:  175.

Participation in Sun Earth Day:  Students who choose to participate in Sun Earth Day will receive credit for Service Learning and points toward their grade.  Student’s will be able to participate in planning, organization, and execution of celebration with physics students and interested local Native Americans.  

100 points maximum. 

Attendance:

100 points for attendance represents the percentage of classes you attended minus one class.  If you attend all 13 classes you will receive more than 100 points because you points will be calculated by the following formula:  Number of classes attended divided by 12 X 100.

Making a PowerPoint Presentation:

· Six-by-Six Rule:  No more than six lines and no more than six words per line.

· Use colors and graphics to make slides more interesting.

· Each slide should reflect one idea.

· Replace words with images.

· Point to the slide with a pointer; do not stare at the screen or read from the slide on the screen--maintain eye contact with audience.

· Use upper- and lower-case letters for the body of the text.  All caps are difficult to read and should be used to denote heading or emphasis.  

Scoring Rubric for Essay/Short Paper:

Points
 Knowledge (Readings)
 Application (Written)
  Presentation of Ideas
 Creativity & Originality 

  

A
Presents hypothesis with  4 or more key concepts and evidence  from readings, text and outside sources.

3+ quality cites from other relevant readings
Demonstrates insights and understanding of the readings

Makes comparisons between different approaches to problem.  

Applies readings to own experience, news items, and suggests solutions.

Demonstrates critical thinking
Communicates all ideas clearly
Beginning paragraph states hypothesis  or question.

Summary paragraph which summarizes ideas and insights.

Shows attention to the details of performance conventions (clarity, spelling, grammar, structure, etc.)
Demonstrates a perspective on the readings with considerably significant creativity and originality

B
Presents hypothesis with 3 or above key concepts and evidence  from reading assignments

2 cites from other relevant readings.
Demonstrates insights and understanding of the readings

Applies readings to own experience, news items, and suggests solutions

Demonstrates some level of critical thinking
Communicates most ideas clearly
Beginning paragraph states hypothesis or question.
Summary paragraph which summarizes ideas and insights.

Presents minor mistakes in performance conventions
Demonstrates a perspective on the readings with some creativity and originality

C 
Presents 2 key concepts and supporting details from reading assignments

2 citations from relevant readings
Demonstrates insights and understanding of the readings
Communicates some ideas clearly
Presents minor mistakes in performance conventions
Demonstrates a perspective on the readings with a little creativity and originality

D
Presents 1 key concept and/or supporting details from reading assignments

1 cite from other relevant readings
Demonstrates no insights and understanding of the readings
Communicates ideas unclearly
Pays insufficient attention to performance conventions
Demonstrates a perspective on the readings with no creativity and originality

F
No cites from class readings and other relevant readings
No attempts in demonstrating insights and understanding of the readings
No attention to performance conventions
No attempts in demonstrating a perspective on the readings

