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Appointments:

Associate Professor, Department of Marine and Ecological Sciences, Florida Gulf Coast University, January, 2007 to present.

Assistant Director, Tropical Conservation Biology and Environmental Science Masters Program, August, 2004 to December, 2006.

Associate Professor, Marine Science Department, University of Hawaii at Hilo, 8/04 to 12/06.
Assistant Professor, Marine Science Department, University of Hawaii at Hilo, 8/99 to 7/04.
Post-doctoral Fellow, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, 11/96 to 7/99.
Graduate Assistant, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, 8/96 to 10/96.
Instructor, ADVANCE Program, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, 7/96.
Teaching Assistant, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium, 6/96.
Graduate Assistant, Louisiana State University, 9/94-5/96.
State of Louisiana Board of Regents Doctoral Fellow, Louisiana State University, 8/90-8/94.

Ten Relevant Peer-Reviewed Publications (out of 17 total):
1. Parsons, M.L., Walsh, W.J., Settlemier, C.J., White, D.J., Ballauer, J.M., Ayotte, P.M., Osada, K.M., and B. Carman.  Accepted.  A multivariate assessment of the coral ecosystem health of two embayments on the lee of the island of Hawai‘i.  Marine Pollution Bulletin.

2. Parsons, M.L., and L.B. Preskitt.  2007.  A survey of epiphytic dinoflagellates from the coastal waters of the island of Hawai‘i.  Harmful Algae 6:658-669.
3. Rabalais, N.N., Turner, R.E., Sen Gupta, B.K., Platon, E., and M.L. Parsons.  2007.  Sediments Tell the History of Eutrophication and Hypoxia in the Northern Gulf of Mexico.  Ecological Applications 17(5) Supplement:S129-S143.
4. Thessen, A.E., Dortch, Q., Parsons, M.L., and W. Morrison.  2005.  Effect of salinity on Pseudo-nitzschia species (Bacillariophyceae) growth and distribution.  J. Phycology 41:21-29. 
5. Parsons, M.L., Dortch, Q., and R.E. Turner.  2002.  Sedimentological evidence of an increase in Pseudo-nitzschia (Bacillariophyceae) abundance in response to coastal eutrophication.  Limnology and Oceanography 47:551-558.
6. Pan, Y., Parsons, M.L., Busman, M., Moller, P., Dortch, Q., Powell, C.L., Fryxell, G.A., and G.J. Doucette.  2001.  Pseudo-nitzschia pseudodelicatissima - a confirmed producer of domoic acid from the northern Gulf of Mexico.  Marine Ecology Progress Series 220:83-92.
7. Parsons, M.L., Scholin, C.A., Miller, P.E., Doucette, G.J., Powell, C.L., Fryxell, G.A., Dortch, Q., and T.M. Soniat.  1999.  Pseudo-nitzschia in Louisiana coastal waters: molecular probe field trials, genetic variability, and domoic acid analyses.  J. Phycology, 35:1368-1378.
8. Parsons, M.L., Dortch, Q., Turner, R.E., and N.N. Rabalais.  1999.  Salinity history of coastal marshes reconstructed from diatom remains.  Estuaries, 22:961-972.
9. Parsons, M.L., Dortch, Q., and G.A. Fryxell.  1998.  A multi-year study of the presence of potential domoic acid-producing Pseudo-nitzschia species in the coastal and estuarine waters of Louisiana, USA.  In: Reguera, B., Blanco, J., Fernández, M.L. and T. Wyatt.  Harmful Algae, Xunta de Galicia and IOC, p. 184-187. 
10. Dortch, Q., Moncreiff, C.A., Mendenhall, W., Parsons, M.L., Franks, J.S., and K.W. Hemphill.  1998.  Spread of Gymnodinium breve into lower salinity waters in the northern Gulf of Mexico. In: Reguera, B., Blanco, J., Fernández, M.L. and T. Wyatt.  Harmful Algae, Xunta de Galicia and IOC, p. 143-144.
Synergistic Activities:

i. Diatom presentation to fifth graders from Waiakea Elementary School, 10/06/99.

ii. Tidepool fieldtrip with fifth graders from Waiakea Elementary School, 10/07/99.

iii. Sigmi Xi Math & Science Day, University of Hawaii at Hilo, 04/08/00.

iv. Plankton presentation to third graders from Chiefess Kapiolani School, 12/15/00.

v. Career Day, Waiakea Elementary School, May 2000, 2001, 2002.

vi. Astronaut Ellison Onizuka Science Day, 01/27/01, 01/28/02.

vii. Geography Awareness Week Presentation, Waiakea Elementary School, 11/14/01.

viii. Napua No‘eau Summer Institute, Summer 2003.  Taught a course entitled “Sand and Sea” for Native Hawaiian Intermediate and High School students.

ix. Marine Option Program Coordinator, Spring 2002 – Fall 2006.

x. Napua No‘eau Super Saturday - numerous field trips for Native Hawaiian intermediate schoolchildren, Spring 2003 – Fall 2006.

xi. Open House for various elementary classes from Hilo area, Fall 2001 – Fall 2006.

xii. Advisor for High School Science Fair Projects, Fall 2002 – Fall 2006.

xiii. E.B. DeSilva Elementary School Marine Biology Activities, Fall 2002 – Fall 2006.

xiv. YWCA Summer Fun Marine Biology Activities, Summer 2005.

xv. Board Member, Solutions to Avoid Red Tide (START), Bonita Springs Chapter, Fall 2007 – present.

Collaborators & Other Affiliations:

i. Paul Bienfang (University of Hawaii), Ai Ning Loh (Florida Gulf Coast University), Peter Moeller (NOAA NOS, Charleston, SC), Nancy Rabalais (Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium), Sandra Shumway (University of Connecticut), Michael Sullivan (Florida State University), R. Eugene Turner (Louisiana State University), Aswani Volety (Florida Gulf Coast University), William Walsh (Hawaii Division of Aquatic Resources).

ii. Graduate and Postdoctoral Advisor: Quay Dortch, Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (now with NOAA NOS).
iii. Thesis Advisor and Post-graduate Scholar Sponsor: Colby Kearns (current MS student – UHH), Kara Osada (current MS student - UHH), Darla White (current MS student – UHH).
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