Immunology Presentation Topics

The presentations allow you to apply your understanding of immunology to examine a particular aspect of interest to you.  It also provides an alternative (to testing) to demonstrate the knowledge gained during this term.  You are responsible for picking a topic of your choice in the Immunology and preparing a written report and a 15-minute oral presentation to educate your peers about the topic you selected.  Take special care in choosing your topic, and select early; each person must have a different topic.  I expect you to use the library resources to find information about your topic.  Intermediate (title, annotated bibliography, draft) deadlines are worth 50% of the final grade.  Each written presentation must include a 100 word (maximum) abstract that summarizes the content of the presentation.  The final exam will have at least 10% of the questions drawn from student’s oral presentations.  

First assignment Topic and List of Resources Due week 4 - 10% of final grade:  Provide at a minimum 3 books, 5 review articles (and/or primary literature) and 3 web resources for your topic.

You are demonstrating your ability at many University student outcomes including problem-solving, information and technological literacy and effective communication.  
This assignment is to make sure you are making progress toward the goal of obtaining useful information for your presentation.  It will be graded on how well I think the resources you submit are going to be helpful in preparing to examine your topic and its relationship to Immunology.  Since you are exploring an area that is more than likely new to you (and your audience), but of which there is a wealth of information available I anticipate that you will first want to first examine resources such as electronic encyclopedias, books, review articles and web resources.  
See the Final Written Presentation instructions for an outline of what I expect each presentation to provide.
I want you to be able to give me COMPLETE CITATIONS for your  project topic- ILL books and articles you have requested or are finding in our library.  Even if you don't have them in your possession by the due date, this assignment assures that you are making progress in that direction.

Second Assignment Outline and Annotated Bibliography Due week 7 - 20% of final grade:  
This is the time to show that you have acquired and critically examined adequate resources to explore and understand your topic.  You should also have a good idea of the general outline of your presentation and the resources you will use for the different sections.

Sumbit your annotated Bibliography in the form of an outline of your presentation.  For each section provide a brief overview of the material you will present (it ca be a topic sentence per paragraph, or bulleted lists of major points you will make.  Annotate the outline with the citations (and evaluation of them) that you are using for that section of the report.  

For each item in your annotated bibliography provide a 
Complete citation using APA format and annotate the bibliography by 

1. evaluating the information provided. Answer the question about how the information provided has contributed to your research and 

2. evaluate the author and the publisher; Make note of their credentials and consider what their bias might be and how it might influence what is printed.  
Third Assignment “Draft” Due week 11 - 20% of final grade:  
Here is your opportunity to have the bulk of this semester-long project completed.  Provide a draft of your paper that is as complete as possible.  Note that it is 30% of the entire grade, so should be a well-developed “draft” with title, clear organization, appropriate citations within the text and references cited.  
Fourth Assignment Final Written Presentation Due week 15 - 30% of final grade and Oral Presentation - 20% of final grade  Here are some expectations and suggestions for how to present your topic:

Creative and Informative Presentation TITLE

ABSTRACT:  No more than 200 words.  This abstract should contain a brief, but comprehensive overview of what your presentation is about.  There should be mention of each important aspect of your research in your abstract.
INTRODUCTION:  Provide background and historical aspects of your topic.  This section should be from 2-5 pages of text (Longer if necessary).  I expect that you may want to use figures and tables (appropriately cited) from various sources to provide this information.  
Background: Provide here the basic biological and immunological concepts that a naïve (ignorant), but intelligent reader needs to know to understand your presentation.  

History:

Describe at least 2 “major players” in the field.  What did they provide to the knowledge of this topic?  

Demonstrate that you understand how the process of science and technology is rooted in the culture of the era.  

For example, what technological tools were developed or used to move understanding of this topic forward?  

What and where was this work done- University, Church, private institution etc)

BODY:  The body of your paper should provide the interrelationship of several (3) aspects of your topic to the content present in the immunology textbook.  This should be 3-5 pages of text with supporting tables, figures and graphs.  For example:
1. Provide detailed explanation about B or T cell components.

2. Explain any innate immune aspects of your topic

3. What message or signaling pathway is important in the expression of your topic.

4. What is the mechanism of action of any treatment or drug used to treat or cure?

Be sure to provide information from at least one piece of recent primary literature.  Use the results and conclusions from the paper you cite to help your reader understand the current state of research on your topic. 
SUMMARY:  As is says, summarize the main points of your topic here.  Be sure not to provide any material in the summary that you did not explain in your paper.  
CONCLUSION:  In this sections provide conclusions you can draw as a result of doing this report.  
For example, you could mention the relationship between knowledge and understanding to technology, culture, or society over time.  You could discuss how what we have learned has been influenced by political or monetary needs and expectations.  You could mention how topics are addressed differently depending on the worldwide outlook, and the status and level of the people involved.  

You should make predictions and explanations of what will happen with this topic in the future (short-term, and longer). What is known, and what remains to be discovered?  What will it take for us to better understand the topic you selected?
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