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· The reason we use petroleum products is because in the early 1900’s the petroleum industry lowered the price of petroleum until it was a favorable fuel.  It forced the hand of manufacturers to make engine that ran with this heavier fuel.
· Just because biofuels are made from natural, renewable resources doesn’t mean that they are clean to burn.
· It’s not just the emissions given off when you burn the final product, the important part (and the part the media doesn’t tell you) is the amount of energy needed to MAKE that biofuel.
· Corn is one of the most difficult and energy-intensive crops to grow.  It requires fertilizers, water, and specific climate conditions.  This makes it inefficient and unreliable.
· There is currently a food shortage due to poor growing conditions in the last few years resulting in minimal crop production.  This is exaserbated by the use of the little food that did grow as fuel for our inefficient vehicles and power plants.
· Though fuels like Hydrogen and propane are good sources for vehicles…much of our energy use is in our power plants, these fuels will not work there.
· Cellulosic Ethanol production results in burnable products that can be used in power plants, edible byproducts that can be used to feed livestock, and ethanol that can be used in vehicles.
· The main plants that can be used for cellulosic ethanol can grow in minimal conditions in less than optimal soil and require little maintenance.  This makes it a much better option than corn ethanol.  Also, the plants themselves absorb more energy than they release – the entire process in carbon NEGATIVE!!!
· It is important that people realize that the entire population is NOT going to give up its cars and completely change their lives because a tree-hugger told them to.  They just won’t; let’s be realistic.
· We need to explore options that make our current habits more environmentally friendly.  Creating friendlier fuels that can still be used in modern engines is a good start.  Converting power plants to using clean fuels is the next big step.  This keeps the BIG CHANGE in the background for the population.  The general population is just fickle, like a herd of cattle…must be handled with care.
