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Florida Bullet Train Timeline

(Note: Many of the events listed below are summed up in my own words.  However, other events needed to be listed without my input to be completely clear of what happened on that date. )   

1964 Japan Introduces First Bullet Train 
· Japan was one of the first countries to realize the problems of the car. With very dense city centers such as Tokyo and being such a densely populated country it was realized the motor car was not the way foreword. The Bullet train could be thought of as the worlds first high speed train. Services started in 1964 with speeds at 210km/h or 131mph, the fastest trains went at the time, and many countries (including the USA) still have no trains running at this speed.

1976 Florida Transit Corridor Study 

A study is mandated by the Florida Legislature and the results determine that a High Speed Rail (HSR) system between Daytona Beach and St. Petersburg is possible.

· Capital cost of an advanced high speed rail system capable of speeds in excess of 150 mile per hour was estimated at $585 million. 

1982 Governor Bob Graham Visits Japan 
· Governor is impressed with the operation of the Shinkansin high speed rail system and, upon his return to Florida he authorizes the creation of the Florida High Speed Rail Committee. 

1984 Florida's Future Advanced Transportation Report
· The high speed rail committee that Governor Bob Graham created just two years prior was issued a transportation report concluding that Florida's transportation infrastructure was inadequate in accommodating the future growth of Florida.  It also concluded that an advanced high speed rail system is essential to Florida's mobility in the 21st century. 

· The report recommends that public/private partnerships be formed to proceed with implementation of the system and that existing publicly owned rights of way should be used. 

1992 Florida Legislature Enacts the New High Speed Rail Act
· This act transfers responsibility of HSR from Commission to FDOT. 

· The new law also streamlines the franchise and certification process and limited the use of real estate development for project funding. 

· This act is still valid (F.S. 341.3201 to 341.386) and the Department retains authority for implementation of high speed rail in the State. 

1995 Florida Division of Transportation (FDOT) Announces Funding Commitment for HSR
· FDOT funding will be $70 million per year for thirty years to be escalated at 4% 

1998 FOX Begins Preliminary Engineering and Environmental Activities
· Approximately 10% of Preliminary Engineering and Environmental work is completed. 

1999 State Funding for the Fox Project is Terminated
2000 Constitutional Amendment on High Speed Rail Approved by Florida Voters
· In November 2000, Florida voters pass a Constitutional Amendment directing the Florida Legislature to develop and operate a high speed ground transportation system capable in speeds in excess of 120 mph. The Amendment requires that construction begin on or before November 1, 2003. 

2003 Funding Vetoed by Governor Jeb Bush
· In June of 2003, Governor Jeb Bush vetoes funding approved by the Legislature for the High Speed Rail project and for the continuation of activities by the Board. The Authority is able to continue the PD&E Process and Procurement process with funds previously earmarked by the Federal government.

Most Pertinent Point in Florida Bullet Train History

Jeb Bush’s 2003 Veto


In my opinion, I believe that Jeb Bush’s decision to veto funding for the Bullet Train was the most influential and controversial point in the train’s progress.  Since 1976 the concept of the bullet train consistently rose.  Its progress was so accepted that Floridians approved it and were ready to materialize the concept.  That progress was halted by Jeb Bush, and I feel that his decision to reposition the idea of the bullet train in the minds of Floridians has only hurt the state.  The infrastructure today is not adequate enough to support the major influx of new residents and tourists.  In my opinion, building new roads only puts a temporary band-aide over the current problem.  Roads are decadent; they will eventually need repairing.  They may even possibly be obsolete as we move closer into the scientific realms of the 21st century.  We already know fossil fuels are damaging to the environment, and that we need a new solution; the bullet train is that solution.  The bullet train was and still is the giant step that our state needs to take to be energy independent, as well as efficient and environmentally friendly.  Jeb Bush has only been a minor speed bump in this road of progression.  If it wasn’t for him, the bullet train would already be on its way to good use.


From an ethical and political standpoint one would only ask, “Why would anyone want to stop the solution to all our problems?”  The answer is, I don’t know. However based on the research that I have done, and the know history of the Bush family, one would speculate that it has to do with capitalism.  The Bush family has been known to have a lot invested in the oil industry, and I would have half a mind to think that his goals are to keep Americans on the road.  Ethically it’s just not the right thing to do.  He claims that by vetoing the bullet train, we are saving the transportation budget and helping ourselves maintain Florida.  What are we saving and maintaining though?  What we are saving are more roads that we will eventually have to reconstruct anyway.  His current plan will have to be rethought out; essentially he is just pushing the burden on someone else.  The Bullet train takes up less room, costs less money, uses less, if any, fossil fuels to produce energy, and is highly capable of living with the environment instead of taking it over.   


There are a lot of people who have seen the projections of what this bullet train can do for Florida.  Even more so, some people have even lived the success in other countries.  Hopefully with the education of the bullet train and proper leaders, such as Governor Charlie Crist, we can put the Florida Bullet train back on track.  
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