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Assignment (what do you understand the course assignment to be?)
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This assignment is a research assignment based on an issue related to science and technology.  As students, we are supposed to learn what science and technology are, and what issues they pose on our specific issues.  In choosing an issue, we are then supposed to form a detailed stance directing our position as pro or 
con.  In doing so, we are asked to learn as much as possible about our issue so that we can understand both controversial sides of the debate.  Finally we are going to turn in our written work, as well as present our findings to the class.  
Reference Sources Identified- (list the reference resources you have reviewed thus far)

So far I have used the library’s online databases to do most of my research.  I have also 

visited the Florida Bullet Train’s website as well as the encyclopedia Britannica online and the 

U.S. census bureau.   

Key Search Terms (prepare a list of keywords that you have found to help your research)

Florida Bullet Train, Florida Transportation, Transit Systems, Florida Infrastructure, Future Transportation, Government Transportation Policy, Fort Myers Infrastructure, Population growth, Current road construction, Interstate Plans, Interstate Costs, Environmental Effects from Automobiles, Environmental Costs from Trains, What fuels a locomotive?, How does a light rail system work?, Cars vs. Trains.
Library of Congress--Subject Headings (Provide the appropriate subject headings you are finding)


Transportation and State, Railroad Trains, Transportation, Contracting Out, Roads—Maintenance and Repair, United States Dept. of Transportation, Railroads and State, Commuters.
Final Research Question (state your issue here- in the form of a testable hypothesis, take a stance on your issue)


Research Question/ Hypothesis:  Florida’s infrastructure is inadequate due to the major influx of people over the years.  A proposal to build a train system has been offered as a solution to help the problem; however nothing has been implemented other than more roads.  What has stopped the production of the 
Florida Bullet Train and why?

Stance:  The Florida Bullet Train is a perfect solution to transportation problems in Florida.  It will 

offer an environmentally safe way to travel as well as bringing more money and jobs to Florida’s economy.             


Databases to Check (provide a list of databases you have checked)

Ebscohost, Prohost, Science Direct, LexisNexis Academic, NewsBank Newsfile Collection, Encyclopedia Britanica, Access Science (McGraw-Hill).
Titles of books to Check-out


Bullet Trains: Inside and Out, Integral Train Systems, Policing Urban Mass Transit Systems, 

Railway Reform and Charges for the Use of Infrastructure, Plains, Trains, and Intermodalism: Improving

 the length between air and rail, Regulating Infrastructure. 
Internet Sites to Evaluate- provide URL’s  

www.FloridaBulletTrain.com, www.tri-rail.com, www.StateofFlorida.com, www.ftc.state.fl.us, www.flatrans.com, www.Britannica.com.
