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Evaluating Web Resources

Worksheet

Begin by consulting the resource page on this course website. Find sites relevant to your topic and evaluate according to the "Evaluating Web Resources" handout.  Visit http://library.fgcu.edu/Subjects/general/evaluate.htm to learn more.  Use Net First, Environmental Route Net, and the "Related Sites" link in Access Science available through the Library's "Electronic Resources" page.
Use this worksheet to help you evaluate the best sites that support your position (PRO) and that oppose your position (CON) sites by answering the following questions:

1.
Best “PRO” site: The Florida Bullet Train
http://www.floridabullettrain.com/

Why did you select this as the “BEST” Pro site?


This is the best pro site because it is specifically set up to educate people about the Florida Bullet Train concept.  Anyone who is interested about learning about its technology, or what they can do to be apart of implementing it for the future, can do so on the site.  

Author--Who wrote the page?  With what groups is s/he affiliated?  Is a bio or resume available?

This website was comprised and written by the folks of the Florida Transportation Association, Inc.P.O. Box 2508 Lakeland, Florida 33806-2508.

Sponsor/Publisher--Who's paying for this site?  Does that influence the reliability of the information?


This statement was taken directly from their website and I think explains how this site is funded perfectly.  “We need your help to make sure High Speed Rail becomes a reality in Florida. The Florida Transportation Association, Inc. (FTA) is not-for-profit Corporation formed by interested citizens of Florida to promote public awareness regarding the development and utilization of mass transit systems in Florida, including High Speed Rail.”(www.floridabullettrain.com)

Purpose--Is the author trying to inform, persuade, entertain, or sell you something?


The individuals of this site are trying to educate the masses about bullet train technology.  They are also trying to inform people about what really happened to the amendment here in Florida that was supposed to implement the project.  This site also gives people the opportunity to get involved.  

Accuracy--Are the arguments supported by research?  Is there a bibliography?

 From what I understand, this site is copy written and provides information that is either linked to its original source or is primary information.  

Timeliness--When was the information published?  When was the site last revised?


All information was published 2005-2006, and it is updated with the most current information all the time.  Currently there is an annual report to the Governor and Legislature from 2007.
Suitability--Is the information too general or too technical?  Is it directly related to your topic?


The information is substantial.  This site covers it all, from technology to politics, everything I need to know about the bullet train is there. 
Uniqueness--Is this information special or exclusive, or is it general information available anywhere?


This site is very specific to the bullet train technology that Florida was looking into.  Although more information about bullet trains in general can be found all over the web, this site’s scope is much narrower that of Florida.  
2.
Best “CON” site:  The Republican Party of Florida
http://www.rpof.org/agenda/_amendments.php

Why did you select this as the “BEST” CON site?


The repeal of the Florida Bullet Train to amend the amendment to initiate a Bullet Train was implemented by Governor Jeb Bush.  His party the Republican Party is fully responsible for this initiative and they stand behind this decision.  Their point of view is that by deciding not to build this train, it will preserve the state transportation budget.  

Author--Who wrote the page?  With what groups is s/he affiliated?  Is a bio or resume available?


This site is not merely an authoritative site, but more of a gathered opinion and documentation by the Republican Party of Florida.


Copyright © 2004 Republican Party of Florida 

Sponsor/Publisher--Who's paying for this site?  Does that influence the reliability of the information?


This site is paid for by the Republican Party of Florida.
Not authorized by any candidate or candidate committee. www.rpof.org

Purpose--Is the author trying to inform, persuade, entertain, or sell you something?


The purpose of this site is to stand firm in the face of the people.  This site clearly states what has happened and how proud they are of their decision.  It is merely to inform as well as remind people of the current circumstances with the bullet train.

Accuracy--Are the arguments supported by research?  Is there a bibliography?


Their stance is supported quite firmly and the information provided is said to be provided by the Republican Party of this state.  All information on the site is copy written or public information that everyone has the right to know.  

Timeliness--When was the information published?  When was the site last revised?


The Amendments were adopted in 2004 which is also the same date of the copyright of the site.  

Suitability--Is the information too general or too technical?  Is it directly related to your topic?


The information provided is specific to my topic completely.  In fact this is the only real “Con” site against the bullet train.  The Republican Party essentially is the reason why the train wasn’t implemented back in 2003.  The technology is adequate according to all other sites and articles, and it was heavily supported.  The only thing that stopped the production of it was a Veto by the governor that led to another vote after propaganda that the money spent on the train would lead to other deficiencies in the communities of Florida.  There are many arguments that refute that statement and clearly show how it wouldn’t be the case.  According to most, the propaganda used to persuade voters to revote against an issue that they voted for was quite clever, but none the less, unjust.  

Uniqueness--Is this information special or exclusive, or is it general information available anywhere?


Yes this information is government documented information that we as citizens live by everyday.  


