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Florida Bullet Train
**Thesis Statement:
The Florida Bullet Train is the solution to transportation problems in Florida.  It will offer an environmentally safe way to travel, while bringing more jobs and revenue to Florida’s economy.
Introductory Paragraph

As the population in the state of Florida continues to grow exponentially, the infrastructure remains inadequate.  Since the year 2000, the state’s population has more than doubled, now approaching 18 million people.  Times change and as science continues to revolutionize the way we think, better technologies are being created to enhance humanity everyday.  Countries around the world have struggled with efficient energy use, and while being energy independent is becoming almost impossible in supporting major transportation, the state of Florida has been trying to set a good example by implementing new ways of transporting the masses.  The state of Florida has proposed a solution in the form of a major rail system.  Within this analysis, I will dissect the technology behind the Florida Bullet Train in order to understand how it works and how it would affect our lives.  I will uncover the politics that have left it at the polls and not in the engineering room.  And finally, I will analyze our role as citizens, and how we should approach this issue ethically. The Florida Bullet Train is the solution to transportation problems in Florida.  It will offer an environmentally safe way to travel, while bringing more jobs and revenue to Florida’s economy.
Transition Sentence:
While the majority of Americans still run on oil, our time to make ourselves more economically independent is running out.

Paragraph 1

Topic Sentence:  Today the major way to travel resides in the production of roads, a bullet trains on the other hand is a revolutionary new model of an old industrial favorite; the railroad.  

· Current Florida Infrastructure.

· How normal trains operate.

· Where the Bullet Train concept came from.

· Unlike any other trains, how they’re different.
1. Can reach speeds of 200 mph.
2. Uses a track completely independent from other trains.
3. Electrically Powered Locomotives
· The trip from Miami to Tampa will only take 2.5 hrs.

· The first segment will link Orlando to Tampa, and once it is set in place sub-lines will begin being built, linking others cities within the state.

· The Bullet Train is environmentally friendly.  In fact, environmental organization such as the Audubon Society, Sierra Club and Defenders of Wildlife have all endorsed the idea.
Transition Sentence:  With such an environmentally efficient way to travel, logically this project should have already been finished, however only politics have kept this idea from materializing.
Paragraph 2
Topic Sentence:  The Bullet Trains concept has evolved to a point where millions of Florida residents support the idea; however some underlying politics have stopped the progress.
· Nearly 3 million people voted for the Florida Bullet Train in November of 2000 and changed the constitution to start production of the train.

· The state can afford production of the train.  It would cost an estimated $75 million per year to build, which is approximately 1.5% of Florida’s $6.5 billion dollar transportation budget.

· Taxpayers will not subsidize operations.
· Today Florida Politicians are working hard to fight for Federal Funding for the project. 
· Funding for the Bullet Train Vetoed by Governor Jeb Bush, June 2003.
· Bush’s Reasons

1. Costs too much

2. Pushes road projects back which may hurt Florida’s growing economy.

3. Damages Florida Transportation Budget
4. Other reasons to not implement concept?

Transition Sentence:  As a republic, we the people have the power to stand up for what we feel is right, and if a bullet train will help our infrastructure and economy, then one man should not make the decision.
Paragraph 3

Topic Sentence:  The power to change is in our hands as American citizens.

· What is equitable?
· Does the train system really hurt the budget?

· What can be learned?

· How to engage?

· Vote!

Transition Sentence:  Whether or not one is interested in politics, one vote matters in the research expansion of new ideas and formulation of technology.  
Conclusion

Someone once said, “Believe half of what you see and nothing of what you hear” which ultimately means figure it out for yourself.  By understanding how the bullet train works, why production hasn’t progressed, and the ethics behind the decision to implement this idea are all scientific aspects of being a citizen.  In a way, those who keep an open mind and learn about their surroundings are essentially scientists, and it is the brilliant concepts that lead to new exploration and ways of life.  Becoming engaged within our society is most important when helping to make the right ethical choice with the future of Florida and the bullet train.
