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.GOV SITES
1.  Bureau of Transportation Statistics

"Energy and Transportation." Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 2 Feb. 2007 <http://www.bts.gov/>.


This page provides in depth analysis the energy usage by each type of major transportation in the United States.  According to the United States Bureau of Transportation, automobiles, trucks, motorcycles, and buses result in 78.3% of all transportation energy use in this country.  This is a major comparison when compared to railroads that only use 2.1%.  Aside from land travel, this website also displays the amount of air travel energy use as well.  When added to the already staggering number of 78.3%, air travel mixed with independent automobile travels equals a massive 87.2% of all transportation energy use in the U.S.A.  


This is valuable information when provided reasons to transform our infrastructure into using electric bullet rails.  This page does not display any biases towards any form of transportation since it is a government statistic site.  The ethics and politics really lie within the use of the information.  The fact that over 87% of the transportation energy use is from the technologies that need to be revised the most is an issue left unattended.  

2.  Transportation Security Administration/Miami Dade Transit
"Miami-Dade Transit Public Involvement." Miamidade.Gov. Transportation Security Administration. 2 Feb. 2007 <http://www.tsa.gov/>.


This website is geared directly toward the average citizen and is definitely in favor of their wants and needs.  It discusses “The Federal Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century” which basically stated means that the government cannot do anything without notifying and consulting the people first.  This is important for civic engagement, especially with getting the funding to pursuer the bullet train project.  However, because this is a government site it is likely that the idea for the mandate is more optimistic than realistic.

3.  Chinese Government’s Official Web Portal
"Bullet Trains Help Tackle Holiday Passenger Rush." Gov.CN Chinese Government's Official Web Portal. 6 Feb. 2007 <http://english.gov.cn>. 


This site is similar to that of the Web Portal for the United States Government.  Although the information displayed is very up to date.  This site provides up to date information about how the Chinese handled this year’s holiday rush.  In January of 2007, china issued a fleet of Bullet trains to help with civilian transportation.  The Chinese government produced 15 bullet trains and put them to use the past few months.  Each train according to this site holds over 600 people and allows people to travel more quickly and comfortable than normal trains. 


Overall the same tone is seen throughout all of the sites pertaining to bullet train technology and the Far East.  The Far East is very supportive about it and is putting it to good use, whereas the western world is still debating on whether or not to fund it.  

4.  U.S. Department of Transportation 
"Transportation in the 21st Century." U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration. 6 Feb. 2007 <http://www.tfhrc.gov>. 


This website takes a complete opposite stance to that of the Chinese and Japanese websites.  Even though the man writing about transportation in the 21st American Century, he tries to stay neutral, but he clearly states that the jump away from our current system is hard.  The reason as he soon clearly puts it, is because we are all owners, and users of the current system.  In a very broad synopsis of what is actually on the page, the author breaks down our culture by demographics and psychographics to show how many people are truly dependant on the automobile.  Although bullet trains are a great solution and should be implemented for our future, it seems to be that Americans are still just a bit too skeptical.  

.COM SITES
5.   Central Florida Commuter Rail

 "Changing the Way Florida Travels." Quality Time Central Florida Commuter Rail. 2 Feb. 2007 http://www.cfrail.com/. 


Aside from the Florida Bullet Train, the Central Florida Commuter Rail would be a project that runs along 61 miles of existing railroad track.  This project is proposed to help the massive population inflation within the state the same way the bullet train would.  This site seems to be just as optimistic about the transportation change, however the supporters of the project and site seem to lack the same thing the bullet train lacks; funds.  


As far as recent statistical information goes, this project was just presented in public hearings on Jan. 16 and Jan. 18 in Orange, Volusia, Seminole and Osceola counties.  

6.  The Florida Bullet Train
"High Speed Rail is Florida's Future." The Florida Bullet Train. 2 Feb. 2007 http://www.floridabullettrain.com/. 


The Florida Bullet Train’s website provides the most in depth information about this subject.  It explains how the train works, how fast it will go, where it will go, and how much it will cost to fund the project. Even though this website is biased towards the future success of this project, the individuals responsible for providing the information display neutral evidence.  The project is a reasonable resolution for the transportation problem in the state of Florida and it has been stopped by one man; Governor Jeb Bush.  

7.  Railway Technology
"Shinkansen High-Speed 'Bullet Train', Japan." Railway Technology the Website for the Railway Industry. 2 Feb. 2007 http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/shinkansen/. 


Japan has been at the forefront of the Bullet Train technological race.  The first bullet train produced by the Japanese was already hitting to speeds of 125mph some 35 years ago.  The small densely populated nation has been focusing their infrastructure in the right way and it seems to be paying off.  


This website provides history as well as the technology behind the Japanese bullet trains of the past and present.

8.  Florida Department of Financial Services
"GALLAGHER ANNOUNCES BULLET TRAIN PETITION WEBSITE IN RESPONSE TO CITIZEN INTEREST." Florida Department of Financial Services. 5 Feb. 2007 http://www.fldfs.com. 


After linking to Florida’s state government website, I was directed to this site that announces some major bureaucratic initiates with Florida’s current transportation plans.  This site talks about another website set up by Florida’s Chief Financial Officer Tom Gallagher.  The website it strictly devoted to petitions that can be downloaded by Floridians and filled out to support repeal of a constitutional amendment passed in 2000 to create a high-speed rail in Florida.


The site is strictly biased towards the bullet train; however it does not pose any ethical issues.  

.ORG SITES

9.  AASHTO The Voice of Transportation
"New Passenger-Rail Advocacy Group Created by AASHTO Board of Directors." AASHTO the Voice of Transportation. 5 Feb. 2007 <http://www.transportation.org>. 


The page within this website, titled New Passenger-Rail Advocacy Group, details a major push forward in the future of our countries transportation.  More clearly stated, this websites announces that certain states in association with the AASHTO will have executive officers to advocate for passenger rail in their states.  This is extremely important being that Florida is one of the member states.  Being that Florida is having so many political problems with getting the Bullet Train off the ground, it will be interesting to see how far the project will be taken with help from this organization.   

10.  Earth Times
"Technology News Taiwan's Bullet Train." Earth Times. 5 Feb. 2007 http://www.earthtimes.org. 


This site talks a lot about the hopes that this new technology will jump start the infrastructure of Taiwan for the future.  However one thing that this site has mentioned that a lot of other sites have not is the safety factor with passengers on this train.  Even Governor Bush’s statistics never mentioned a veto due to safety issues, his reasons thus far were only due to money and the mis-funding of Florida’s transportation budget.  However, this site clearly states that organizations are not encouraging passengers to ride the train yet, until further safety testing is done.  This might me a good idea since the train has the potential to reach speeds of over 200 mph.  


This obviously poses some serious ethical issues that have not even been discussed here in the states.  Is the train even safe?  
11.  IEEE The world's leading professional association for the advancement of technology
"IEEE History Center: Tokaido Shinkansen (Bullet Train)." IEEE the World's Leading Professional Association. 5 Feb. 2007 <http://www.ieee.org>. 


This page talks about the bullet train technology in a very optimistic light.  It mentions the technology as being the main central artery within Japan’s infrastructure.  It has been operating now for over 40 years and has transported over 80 million people between cities.  


As a site devoted to technology, this technology is talked about with much support.  For sites like it, the focus is placed neutrally on what works the best; the best technologies for the time period.  Comparing this to a more political site, the opinions and statistics compared may seem different, since both sides are trying to explain this technology to people differently.  

12.  Yes Magazine
"Spring 2004 Issue: a Conspiracy of Hope Train Technology Speeds Ahead." Yes Magazine. 6 Feb. 2007 <http://www.yesmagazine.org>. 


This magazine ran an article titled “Train Technology Speeds Ahead” in the spring of 2004.  Although the article is quite optimistic, I get the feeling that it is slightly sarcastic as well.  It mentions that as the Asian nations continue to surpass America in transportation development that the U.S. was going to pick a major city to start a developmental project with Maglev trains.  Now even thought that sounds great, the real contradiction with the title comes when the article mentions that the government is limiting funds to Amtrak, and that it is only shelling out $1.2 billion for funding.    This is not much when compared to the $33 billion for roadways and $12 billion for airlines.  Clearly this article is trying to be very nonchalant about the progress of railroads in America, or lack there of.  


