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Compare and Contrast of Science/Technology


Science and Technology are two aspects of human life that are directly related to each other as well as to individuals on a daily basis.  Although both are closely related, they are also completely different.  However, to begin understanding the similarities and differences between their function and purpose in society, they must be properly defined.  


According to Webster’s online dictionary, science is, “the systematic knowledge of the physical or material world gained through observation and experimentation.” (www.dictionary.com)  Science is a discipline that is performed by specific people in society that train to observe and understand the mysteries as well as strengths and weaknesses of our lives.  Although directly related, Technology on the other hand is defined as, “the application of science, especially to industrial or commercial objectives.” (www.dictionary.com)  In other words, technology is a direct product of the observations and experimentation gained from science.  Technology is used most often to make our lives more convenient. We see this convenience now more than ever, everywhere we look.  


In the last one hundred years, science has modernized health care, transportation, communication, living environments, food preservation and production, and many other aspects of our lives.  This convenience definitely makes our lives more comfortable, however the life lived through technology can also come with an oppressing toll.  In chapter two, “From Tools to Technocracy”, of Neil Postman’s book, “Technopoly”, he begins with an introduction focused on the perspective of Karl Marx.  Postman claims, that Marx understood the effects of technology on society’s economic situations as well as their psychology.  He said, “Marx understood well that, apart from their economic implications, technologies create the ways in which people perceive reality, and that such ways are the key to understanding diverse forms of social and mental life.” (Pg. 21, Technopoly)  According to Marx, whether it’s the hand-loom or the steam-mill, someone has the possibility to not only be a slave to technology physically, but mentality as well.  Our perceptions of life have been molded by the habituation in which we are used to today.  Mentally our brains have been manipulated to form new functions in which to survive in an ever changing fast paced world.  As the world’s way of life speeds up, our lives become more instantaneous, yet the consequences of living so well produce issues that become everlasting.  


Issues in science and technology today are among the most important things that need to be resolved.  They are highly complex situations that deal with debating what to do with our future.  One issue with technology today according to encyclopedia Britannica deals with conservation, and that the environment suffers as a result of certain technological advancements. (http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-25484/conservation)  An example of a technological advancement that has helped and hurt us at the same time has been the automobile.  This machine has revolutionized the way in which we travel, making our lives more autonomous, as we control precisely where to go and when.  Even though this technology has led us to more progress, it is a perfect example of progress that spawned terrible environmental consequences.  


More specifically, Lee County currently populates 544,758 people. (U.S. Census Bureau, http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/states/12/12071.html)  More than likely, a vast majority of these people own automobiles.  With the growing issue of global warming as a result of the burning of fossil fuels, it is immediately necessary to implement a mass transit system.  Throughout the years, Floridians have been avidly trying to implement the production of the Florida Bullet Train.  Over the past twenty years Florida’s population has grown 38 percent, tourist population has grown more than 80 percent, and the number of vehicles on the road have grown 70 percent. (http://www.floridabullettrain.com/)  Politically, over the history of the bullet train, previous governors of Florida have vetoed the funding of this project.  Economically, the train would produce 7,000 new permanent full-time jobs, and bring in an additional $8.5 billion to Florida’s economy. (http://www.floridabullettrain.com/)   All in all, a single lane of rail has the equivalent capacity of six lanes of highway. (http://www.floridabullettrain.com/)


With such a readily available solution to one area’s issue with science and technology in the twenty first century, it’s a wonder why it hasn’t been done already.  This question lies with the ethics of this area.  Building more roads costs a lot of taxpayer’s money, and yet the production of those roads are only providing a future that will have to be re-modeled anyway.  Concepts such as nuclear power, solar power, and bio-diesel are sweeping the nation’s curiosity.  The ideas are there, but a solid concept hasn’t been materialized.  Our state and local society should do everything possible to push the bullet train into production in order to organize our massive area more efficiently.  If our society is going to make attempts to solve such issues in science and technology like this one, we must observe our surroundings, research our past, and think outside of the box for our future.
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