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Florida Bullet Train: Annotated Bibliography
1.  Journal Article
Carr, David. "SLOWER THAN a SPEEDING BULLET Why Amtrak’s New Acela Looks Fast, But Isn’t." Washington Monthly 33 (2001). Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. FGCU, Fort Myers. 1 Feb. 2007. Keyword: Bullet Train.

This article offers a completely different perspective into the debate of bullet trains.  David Carr begins this article by building up the mystique of the bullet train.  He discuss how a chooses to pass up rides on three different rails, and waits patiently with his father to ride Acela, Amtrak’s newest train and closest thing to an American Bullet Train.  However, as David Carr goes into optimistic detail about the electrified rail that can reach speeds up to 150 mph, he criticizes it as well.  He says that, “the government-owned rail agency has sunk an unprecedented $1.7 billion into Acela” Also he mentions the amount of money used to market the new technology.  After displaying the amount of money this project cost this country, he compares it to older trains, saying that its mystique doesn’t match its performance.  Basically the train only reaches top speed for a very short time and only manages to beat older trains to destinations because it stops less. 

Overall this article possesses new insight into the debate between Floridians and their representatives for whether or not a bullet train should be funded in Florida.  

2.  Journal Article  
Teicher, Stacy A. "High-Speed Train Might Be Last Bullet in Amtrak's Arsenal." Christian Science Monitor 92 (1999). Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. FGCU, Fort Myers. 1 Feb. 2007. Keyword: Bullet Train.

Stacy Teicher writes in this article, a more optimistic, yet skeptical account of the new bullet trains in the northeast.  She says that it will be a major test for Amtrak as they slowly wait to see whether or not Americans will start traveling by rail more than cars and planes.  


She also goes into detail on the engineering of the Acela train and some of the implications it will pose as old train drivers learn to develop new mentalities.  For starters, Amtrak wanted to save money by not replacing old tracks, instead the new Acela trains will run on existing ones.  The train itself is designed to take sharp corners at high speeds, but would work more efficiently on straighter tracks.  Also, the train itself takes 1.7 miles to stop in case of an emergency; this means that train instructors must re-think their thinking when it comes to driving the new machine.

3.    Journal Article
"FASTER THAN a SPEEDING BULLET TRAIN." Popular Science 267 (2005): 72. Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. FGCU, Fort Myers. 1 Feb. 2007. Keyword: Bullet Train.


This article written by an unknown author offers extremely important insight into the technology of the bullet train.  Apparently, in Japan, the Japanese have already implemented bullet trains throughout their infrastructure.  However this isn’t the interesting news, what is interesting is that Japanese engineers have already made it possible for these trains to reach speeds of 250 plus mph and stop very efficiently in case of an emergency.  The technology that makes this possible is a system of cat-like metallic ears that pop up off the top of the train to catch air.  This resistance stops the train very quickly almost like a drag racing car with a parachute attached to it.


Just reading this article allows me to see how far behind this country really is with the technology and infrastructure of railroads.  It is easy for the other authors to criticize the primitive version of the bullet train that we have in America, if we only gave it a chance, maybe this country would develop the train even better than the Japanese.

4.  Journal Article
  Kohn, David, and Aileen Cho. "Find More Like This BULLET TRAIN GOES DOWN THE DRAIN." Engineering News Record 242 (99). Academic Search Premier. EBSCO. FGCU, Fort Myers. 1 Feb. 2007. Keyword: Bullet Train.

5.  Journal Article

Bettelheim, Matthew. "BULLET TRAINS IN THE BACK COUNTRY?" Bay Nature 5 (2005). Ebsco Host. FGCU, Fort Myers. 13 Feb. 2007. Keyword: Bullet Train. 

6.  Journal Article

Martin, Josh. "A New Era of Railways." Middle East 355 (2005). Ebsco Host. FGCU, Fort Myers. 13 Feb. 2007. Keyword: Bullet Train. 

7.  Journal Article

McCall, Robert. "Bullet Train as Tourist Shuttle: Defeated Initiative." Christian Science Monitor 96 (2004). Ebsco Host. FGCU, Fort Myers. 13 Feb. 2007. Keyword: Bullet Train. 

8.  Book

Vranich, Joseph. End of the Line the Failure of Amtrak Reform and the Future of America's Passenger Trains. Washington, D.C.: The AEI P, 2004. 


This book stays the course with following my proposal for a new type of mass transit.  Joseph Vranich discusses in great length with in several of the chapters of this book the failure of Amtrak Trains.  Year after year since 1970, the Amtrak Corporation has tried to gain ridership and make a profit, yet year after year it fails.  It is obviously time to rethink this old style of transportation.  The concept is there, however the technology must be modernized to fit in with our fast paced lifestyles today.  Amtrak is just too slow and outdated, and this book supports my thoughts on that as I continue to pursue the concept of the bullet train. 
9.  Book
Bunting, Mark. Making Public Transport Work. Montreal & Kingston London Ithica: McGill-Queen’s UP, 2004. 


This book is a valuable asset to this project.  Not only do I pose the argument that our current infrastructure is not adequate, but this book offers specific reasons why mass transit doesn’t work already.  The fact that buses and Amtrak to date are unsightly and rarely efficient is one reason to say the system needs an upgrade, but in this book, the author suggests that there is just an outright market failure.  With such a demand for the automobile, there isn’t a substantial market to support such a weak public transport system.  Aside from criticism, this book offers suggestions on how to get the system back on track, however with the research of my current project, the idea is already there, and it’s just time to figure out how to implement it.  

10.  Book
Friedrich, Rainer, and Peter Bickel, eds. Environmental External Costs of Transport. Berlin Heidelberg New York Barcelona Hong Kong London Milan Paris Singapore Tokyo: Springer, 2001. 


This book offers a lot of really interesting information that I never considered.  Early in the book this book discusses the way emissions are calculated depending on the type of engine a train is using.  If a train is electric, which most bullet trains are, then the emissions are calculated not at the site of the train, but at the power plant where the electricity is dispersed.  To determine how much energy a train is using, one must find out the number of Kwh of electricity the train has used.  To determine the amount of energy used for diesel trains, the concept is much like that of a car. Information like this and much more is offered in this book pertaining to environmental costs from transport.  

11.  Book
Stover, John F. American Railroads. 2nd ed. Chicago & London: The University of Chicago P, 1987. 

12.  Book
Jensen, Oliver. The History of American Heritage Railroads in America. New York: American Heritage Co., INC., 1981. 

13.  Book
Root, Amanda, ed. Delivering Sustainable Transport a Social Science Perspective. Oxford, UK: Elsevier Science Ltd, 2003. 

14.  Book
Chalmers, David. Neither Socialism Nor Monopoly: Theodore Roosevelt and the Decision to Regulate the Railroads. Malabar, Fl.: Robert E. Krieger Co., 1986. 

15.  Website

"Energy and Transportation." Bureau of Transportation Statistics. 2 Feb. 2007 <http://www.bts.gov/>.


This page provides in depth analysis the energy usage by each type of major transportation in the United States.  According to the United States Bureau of Transportation, automobiles, trucks, motorcycles, and buses result in 78.3% of all transportation energy use in this country.  This is a major comparison when compared to railroads that only use 2.1%.  Aside from land travel, this website also displays the amount of air travel energy use as well.  When added to the already staggering number of 78.3%, air travel mixed with independent automobile travels equals a massive 87.2% of all transportation energy use in the U.S.A.  


This is valuable information when provided reasons to transform our infrastructure into using electric bullet rails.  This page does not display any biases towards any form of transportation since it is a government statistic site.  The ethics and politics really lie within the use of the information.  The fact that over 87% of the transportation energy use is from the technologies that need to be revised the most is an issue left unattended.  

16.  Website
"Miami-Dade Transit Public Involvement." Miamidade.Gov. Transportation Security Administration. 2 Feb. 2007 <http://www.tsa.gov/>.


This website is geared directly toward the average citizen and is definitely in favor of their wants and needs.  It discusses “The Federal Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century” which basically stated means that the government cannot do anything without notifying and consulting the people first.  This is important for civic engagement, especially with getting the funding to pursuer the bullet train project.  However, because this is a government site it is likely that the idea for the mandate is more optimistic than realistic.

17.  Website
"Bullet Trains Help Tackle Holiday Passenger Rush." Gov.CN Chinese Government's Official Web Portal. 6 Feb. 2007 <http://english.gov.cn>. 


This site is similar to that of the Web Portal for the United States Government.  Although the information displayed is very up to date.  This site provides up to date information about how the Chinese handled this year’s holiday rush.  In January of 2007, china issued a fleet of Bullet trains to help with civilian transportation.  The Chinese government produced 15 bullet trains and put them to use the past few months.  Each train according to this site holds over 600 people and allows people to travel more quickly and comfortable than normal trains. 


Overall the same tone is seen throughout all of the sites pertaining to bullet train technology and the Far East.  The Far East is very supportive about it and is putting it to good use, whereas the western world is still debating on whether or not to fund it.  

18.  Website
"Transportation in the 21st Century." U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration. 6 Feb. 2007 <http://www.tfhrc.gov>. 

19.  Website
"High Speed Rail is Florida's Future." The Florida Bullet Train. 2 Feb. 2007 http://www.floridabullettrain.com/. 

20.  Website
"Shinkansen High-Speed 'Bullet Train', Japan." Railway Technology the Website for the Railway Industry. 2 Feb. 2007 http://www.railway-technology.com/projects/shinkansen/. 

21.  Website
"GALLAGHER ANNOUNCES BULLET TRAIN PETITION WEBSITE IN RESPONSE TO CITIZEN INTEREST." Florida Department of Financial Services. 5 Feb. 2007 http://www.fldfs.com. 


