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High Stakes Testing: Timeline

2200 B.C.
Chinese emperors used large-scale "aptitude" testing for the selection of civil servants (Machek, 2004).
200 A.D.
Additional subjects were added to the tests for China’s government positions including music, archery, horsemanship, arithmetic, writing, knowledge of rituals of public and private life, military strategies, civil law, revenue and taxation, agriculture and geography.  Only an average of two percent of the test-takers passed (Thomas).  China developed written tests over the years, although the exact dates are not available.  The system was terminated in 1905 as reform of the educational system began in an attempt to modernize many aspects of Chinese society (Black, 1998).
1200s
Italy’s University of Bologna required students pass an oral examination to earn academic degrees (Thomas, 2005).

1400s
Written tests were introduced at the Belgium Louvain University (Thomas, 2005).

1540
Written tests were introduced at St Ignatius of Lyola in Italy (Thomas, 2005).
1600s
England’s Oxford University required oral examinations from their students to earn academic degrees (Thomas, 2005).  The oral examinations had their place; however, traditional family and class elites provided most avenues for acceptance (Black, 1998).
1647 – The Old Deluder Satan Act is passed which required every town consisting of at least 50 families hire a schoolmaster to teach the children to read and write and that all towns of at least 100 families should have a Latin grammar schoolmaster whose purpose was to prepare students to attend Harvard College (Sass, 2005).
1690
The first primer, the New England Primer, was printed in Boston, Massachusetts becoming the most widely used schoolbook in New England (Sass, 2005).
1702
First written examination introduced at Oxford University in England, however, the oral tests maintained favor over the written tests which did not become widespread until 1830 (Black, 1998).
1779
A two-track educational system is proposed by Thomas Jefferson.  One track would prepare students for laboring and the other for higher education (Sass, 2005).
1783
Noah Webster wrote a three volume series of textbooks:  a spelling book, a grammar book, and a reading book, as a response to the growing dissatisfaction with English textbooks available to teachers at that time.  The books were widely used throughout the US.  The spelling volume, renamed American Spelling Book, has never having been out of print (Sass, 2005).
1800s
Written tests were introduced at England’s Cambridge University (Thomas, 2005).

Schoolmasters in the United States limited themselves to one form of assessment in the 1800s, recitation.  The procedure involved students orally reciting key information they had memorized.  Teachers judged the degree to which each student had mastered the material.  These assessments were very subjective in nature, but were the only method used for grading student performance at that time.  Some teachers supplemented oral evaluations with evaluations of students’ written work; however, this was also a subjective method of grading (Giordano, 2005).  
1821
The first public high school opens; it is located in Boston, MA (Sass, 2005).
1827
Massachusetts law requires towns of more than 500 families to have a public high school open to all students (Sass, 2005).
1833
Harvard introduced its first written examinations for students (Black, 1998).
1839
The first state funded school designed specifically for teacher education, Normal Schools, opened in Lexington, MA (Sass, 2005).
1845
Written exams for governmentally funded schools in the United States were introduced in Boston, MA (Black, 1998).
1951
Harvard introduced its first written entrance examinations (Black, 1998).

1852
The first mandatory school attendance law is enacted by Massachusetts (Sass, 2005).
1857
The National Teachers Association is founded by 43 educators in Philadelphia, PA (Sass, 2005).
1858
An act of parliament in England required medical students take six three-hour written exams, and oral exam as well as a practical examination in chemistry.  Only 55 percent of students passed the tests which caused friction between the scientists who composed the exams and the medical schools who were anxious to preserve their established and highly regarded methods of training (Black, 1998). 
1864
New York State Board of Regents developed the first public examination for admission to academies and high schools in an effort to maintain high standards in secondary schools (Thomas, 2005).

1867
The original Department of Education (federal) was created to collect information about schools and teaching that would help states establish effective systems of education (The Federal Role in Education, 2006).
1877
New York was given for high school graduation and college admission (Thomas, 2005).
1900
College Entrance Examinations Board was established (Black, 1998).

1905
French psychologist, Alfred Binet, was recruited by the French government to help select students in order use educational resources efficiently.  The test Binet composed was an intelligence test which was viewed as a predictor of an individual’s cognitive potential drawing upon Francis Galton’s claim that intelligence was largely determined by a person’s inherited genes (Black, 1998).
1912
As teachers began to see the discrepancies in subjective grading practices, it became clear that a more scientific method of testing students would be necessary as standard performance was impossible to gauge.  Educators who expressed concern regarding the assessment process, such as Whipple, Finkelstein, Strong, and Doll felt that marks given for the same subject, to the same students from different instructors varied so greatly that the grading procedure was an injustice to students (Giordano, 2005).  

1914
In Cleveland, Ohio, 10,000 students in the elementary schools failed to be promoted, 1,400 of those students had already been retained at least once and were failing the same course work for a second or third time.  Objectivity through the use of standardized tests was introduced by educational researchers after studies concluded teachers were not adequately measuring student performance (Giordano, 2005).  

1915
The first multiple choice test was invented (Black, 1998).

1916
Lewis Terman developed the Stanford-Binet IQ tests which remains the model for IQ tests (Black, 1998).

1917
The United States Army, entering WWI, realized it was unable to assess the intellectual ability of its recruits. A committee, chaired by Army officer Robert Yerkes who was also the President of the American Psychological Association, was given the task of developing an intelligence exam that could be administered to a large group.  The committee also included Lewis Terman, the developer of the Stanford-Binet IQ test.  Yerkes and his committee of psychologists designed the Army Alpha and Beta tests that lay the groundwork for future standardized tests (Sass, 2005).  The Alpha test had 212 questions which were to be answered by checking or underlining which permitted the tests to be scored using stencils.  The test could be administered to 200 soldiers in less than one hour (Giordano, 2005).  The Beta test was created for soldiers who were unable to understand or read English well.  Pantomime and demonstration were used to deliver the test which took 60 minutes to complete and was designed for groups of 60 soldiers or less (Giordano, 2005). 
1918
All states have a mandatory school attendance law, though enforcement was rarely practiced (Sass, 2005).  WWI ends and the psychologist who created the Alpha and Beta tests were discharged.  Many of the psychologists went to work for school systems which utilized their knowledge of standardized testing to create tests for their schools (Giordano, 2005).
1921
The Psychological Corporation, a testing company, was founded and was so successful that it had opened branches in ten states and the District of Columbia; an industry had been created (Giordano, 2005).
1923
The first standardized test for teachers to assess content knowledge is published (Giordano, 2005).

1925
New York’s Regent exams were given in 68 different subjects.  Students who passed the exams received Regents diplomas (Thomas, 2005).

1926
The Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) was administered for the first time.  The test was based upon the Army’s Alpha test designed in 1917 (Sass, 2005).

1932
A survey of 150 school districts revealed that three quarters of them were already using intelligence tests to place students in different academic tracks (Historical Timeline of Public Education in the US, 2006).
1935
The standards movement in the United States begins to emerge as a solution to the public’s demand for scholastic accountability.  The push to set and enforce teaching standards meshed well with the emphasis being placed on standardized tests (Giordano, 2005).  
1945
The 11-plus exam used in England to select the few students who would be permitted to go from primary schools to academic schools.  This standardized test bore little resemblance to the school curriculum (Black, 1998).


IBM developed a mechanical test scoring machine; however, the machines were so expensive that most school districts were unable to use them.  Testing companies provided special stencils as scoring keys with their tests (Giordano, 2005).

1958
Congress passed the National Defense Education Act (NDEA) in response to the Soviet launch of Sputnik.  Concern mounted as it became clear that students from other countries were excelling in math and science at a greater rate than US students.  The NDEA included support for loans to college students and placed an emphasis on improving science, math and foreign language instruction in elementary and secondary schools (The Federal Role in Education, 2006).  This financial support made it possible for states to launch large scale testing programs through the use of standardized tests (Heubert et al, 1999).
1962
California legislators passed a mandatory testing law, acting on recommendations made by Governor Edmond G. Brown, who felt the state needed to measure the effectiveness of their schools (Giordano, 2005).
1963
SAT scores begin a 20 year decline and average tested achievement of students who had graduated from college was also lower (Giordano, 2005).

1965
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act made federal aid to disadvantaged children available through the Title 1 to address problems of students living in poor urban and rural areas (The Federal Role in Education, 2006).
1966
Congress authorized the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) (Giordano, 2005).  
1976
A Gallup poll indicated that the majority of Americans polled, approximately 2-1, believed that the standardized tests were correctly assessing student performance. Citizens from all segments of the population in all areas of the nation were polled regarding this issue (Giordano, 2005).  

1977
Florida was the first state to require students take a high school graduation test (Position Paper, 2006).
1979
A Gallup poll indicated that 81 percent of a national sample of parents considered standardized tests to be “useful or somewhat useful” (Giordano, 2005).

1983
The U.S. Department of Education commissioned a report entitled A Nation at Risk which recommended extensive school reforms in public education and teacher training (Sass, 2005).   The commission stated the reform was warranted due to markedly declining standardized test scores of American students during the 1960s and 1970s.  American students performed poorly on the tests when compared with students from other countries.  The report further concluded that declining academic achievement constituted a threat to military security (Giordano, 2005).


Florida students are required to pass the high stakes graduation test to secure a diploma (Position Paper, 2006).
1985
The Committee for Economic Development, a research and educational organization by their own account, urged an alliance between educators and businesspeople who were concerned about students’ falling test scores.  They asked educators to recognize that for the students in their charge to become employable, they needed to possess problem-solving skills, a command of the English language, self-discipline, and the ability to acquire and apply new knowledge.  They encouraged states to “set standards, monitor achievement and intervene if schools fail to perform” and supported national standards of what students should know and be able to do in every subject area (Giordano, 2005).  

Thirty-three states had mandated some form of minimum competency testing (Heubert et al, 1999).
1988
NAEP testing would provide state-by-state comparisons of student achievement in math, reading, writing and science (Giordano, 2005).  The NAEP has come to be called the Nation’s Report Card as a result of its testing and reporting practices (The Nation’s Report Card, 2006).
1997
President Clinton challenges the nation in his State of the Union address “to undertake ‘a national crusade for education standards – not federal government standards, but national standards, representing what all our students must know to succeed in the knowledge economy of the twenty-first century. . . Every state should adopt high national standards, and by 1999, every state should test every fourth-grader in reading and every eight-grader in math to make sure these standards are met. . . They can help us to end social promotion.  For no child should move from grade school to junior high, or junior high to high school until he or she is ready’” (Heubert et al, 1999).
1999
The Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT) was approved by the state legislature.  Students in grades 3-10 were required to take the annual test and student performance on the FCAT was used to assign grades to schools (Position Paper, 2006).

2002
President Bush signs the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) into law.  NCLB was created to ensure the neediest children were not left behind in failing schools.  The new law increased accountability for states requiring them to set up curriculum standards, and mandated testing of all students in grades 3-8; schools required to make adequate yearly progress or face restructuring measures to get them in alignment with state standards; gave parents of students who attended low performing schools more choices of public schools their children could attend; allowed states more flexibility in the use of federal funding; and placed a greater emphasis on reading (Executive Summary, 2004).

2003
Florida students must pass the 10th grade FCAT to receive a high school diploma and third grade students must pass the FCAT to be promoted to the fourth grade (Bloom, 2005).
2005
Promotion in specified grades contingent upon passing scores on statewide tests in eleven states and the District of Columbia (Student Promotion/Retention Policies, 2005).  
Twenty-seven states required students pass an exit exam to graduate from high school (States Conducting Student Competency Testing for High School Graduation (Exit Exams), 2002).

.  
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