Evaluating Web Resources

Worksheet

•
Begin by consulting the resource page on this course website. 

•
Find sites relevant to your topic and evaluate according to the "Evaluating Web Resources" handout.

•
Visit http://library.fgcu.edu/Subjects/general/evaluate.htm to learn more.  

•
Use NetFirst, Enviromental RouteNet, and the "Related Sites" link in Access Science available through the Library's "Electronic Resources" page.

Use this worksheet to help you evaluate the best sites (NOT a URL to a single article) that support your position (PRO) and that oppose your position (CON)  sites by answering the following questions:

1.
Best “PRO” site: http://_______________________________________________________________
Why did you select this as the “BEST” Pro site?  What features make this site support your issue better then any other? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Author--Who wrote the page?  With what groups is s/he affiliated?  Is a bio or resume available?  If, so why/how do the author’s credentials influence your selection process?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Sponsor/Publisher--Who's paying for this site?  How does that influence the reliability of the information?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Purpose—What is the purpose/mission of the site?  Is the author trying to inform, persuade, entertain, or sell you something?  How can you tell?  How does this influence on how you view and access the information in the site?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Accuracy--Are the arguments supported by research?  Is there a bibliography?  How does this
 Influence the validity of the site?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Timeliness--When was the information published?  When was the site last revised?  What impact
does this have on your selection of the site as the ‘least’ in supporting your selection of this site for
 your issue?

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Suitability--Is the information too general or too technical?  Is it directly related to your topic?
 Do you want general or technical information?  Why?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Uniqueness--Is this information special or exclusive, or is it general information available anywhere?
How does this influence your selection of the site?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2.
Best “CON” site: http://_______________________________________________________________
Why did you select this as the “BEST” CON site?  What features make this site support your

 issue better then any other? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Author--Who wrote the page?  With what groups is s/he affiliated?  Is a bio or resume available?

If so, why/how do the author’s credentials influence your selection process?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Sponsor/Publisher--Who's paying for this site?  How does that influence the reliability of the information?

How does that influence the reliability of the information?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Purpose--Is the author trying to inform, persuade, entertain, or sell you something?

How can you tell? How does this influence on how you view and access the information in the site?

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Accuracy--Are the arguments supported by research?  Is there a bibliography?  How does this
 influence the validity of the site?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Timeliness--When was the information published?  When was the site last revised?  What impact
does this have on your selection of the site as the ‘least’ in supporting your selection of this site for

 your issue?

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Suitability--Is the information too general or too technical?  Is it directly related to your topic?

Do you want general or technical information?  Why?

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Uniqueness--Is this information special or exclusive, or is it general information available anywhere?

How does this influence your selection of the site?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
