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Sense of Place: Field Trip to Estero Bay; A Question of Sustainability
Estuary/ Historical Cottage/ Shrimp Dock Field Trip
In the end, we conserve only what we love.  We will love only what we understand.  We will understand only what we are taught.  

                                      Baba Dioum, Senegalese poet
Field Trip to Fort Myers Beach and Estero Bay: 

Explanation of the estuary community and fresh water in flow issues, exploration of biodiversity in estuarine and near shore communities of the Gulf Coast, discussion of balancing the needs of humans and of natural ecosystems.  The field exploration will include brief visits to two sites both with thematic perspectives on the sustainability of Estero Bay – Estero Island Historical Museum and the Shrimp Docks on San Carlos Island.

· Meet at bus loading location at FGCU Parking lot.
· What to wear:  Dress for the weather.  Wear comfortable shoes for walking 
· What to bring:  Journal, hat, sunscreen.
· What to do:  Talk with the docents at the historical cottage and find out how life has changed since the early 1930’s.  What role did the bay play in their day to day lives?  What did they do for school?  Food?  Entertainment?  Employment?  How much did they know about the concept of sustainability?  How was hurricane preparation and recovery?
· This link will help you learn more about the Estero Bay Aquatic Preserve http://www.dep.state.fl.us/coastal/sites/estero/info.htm
NOW…learn about how 

It takes a village to make a Shrimp Cocktail
These links will help inform you about the shrimping industry
The role of estuaries in keeping our cupboards full
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/coastal/habitats/estuaries.htm
Life cycle of Gulf shrimp
http://www.seagrantfish.lsu.edu/biological/shrimpniche.htm
Shrimp species and fishery information
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/fish/specinfo/shrimp/shrimbro.phtml
The Naples News Gulf in Peril series chapter Deep Trouble:  Men and the Sea
http://web.naplesnews.com/03/09/naples/d975438a.htm
IT TAKES A VILLAGE
· Proceed to Beach Seafood (463-8777) on the Shrimp Docks on San Carlos Island. At 1100 Shrimpboat Lane Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931-2908.
Once you get to the Shrimp docks put on your inquisitive hat and have a walk about…
Go into Beach Seafood and look at the diversity of products that are available for sale.  (You may even want to get some to bring home for dinner!).  See if the owner, Dennis Henderson, is available to speak with you.
Look into the shrimp sorter area and observe the processing if possible.  Find out where PUBLIX gets their shrimp.
Look at the restaurant menu and set up.  Why would a shrimp processing plant want to have a restaurant as well?  If the owner or employees are available perhaps you can ask.

Proceed outside and look for Erickson’s Hardware and Engine shop.  Find out what they are doing there and how they provide services for the shrimp industry.
Walk along the wharf.  Did you notice the diesel tank?  Why is it surrounded by a cement wall?

Now look for the net dipping shop and the shrimp door maker.  Can you find the welding shop called Villers?  What do they do?  Learn more about the role they play in the Shrimp village.

Walk along the docks behind the packing house and look at the boats close up.  What is a TED device?  Why are they used?  Can you figure out how it works?
What are the riggers on the boats for?  

Now see if you can find a Vietnamese net maker family.  How many hours a day do they work?  What do they do?  Can the shrimp village function without any of these parts?

Do you see the traps stacked up?  What are they for?  Is it the same people who use the traps as the shrimp boats?  How and Why?

Did you notice the bar by the bridge?  If you are ready for a cool down, go inside and order a cool one.  Maybe you can talk with some of the patrons and find out what role they play in the shrimp village.

Enjoy your morning at the Shrimp docks and make a journal entry to creatively reflect on the concept of sustainability that is evident in this fieldtrip.  

