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The Collegium of Integrated Learning: The Heart of the Liberal Studies Degree
At the heart of the FGCU Liberal Studies Degree, the Collegium of Integrated Learning provides a twelve semester-hour, upper division core of courses designed to help Arts and Sciences students become a community of inquiry. Students and faculty members work together in these courses to explore the cultural, social, historical, philosophical, moral, scientific, and humanistic roots of contemporary issues and how they have developed across time. Individually and in teams, and in collaboration with faculty from various disciplines, students develop "intellectual histories" for specific contemporary issues and problems in each of the Issues courses. These "histories" require students to build an integrated context by examining issues through a variety of perspectives and methods and to formulate their own interpretations and responses.  

Because the courses are structured to encourage problem-based learning, students are called upon to learn in ways that they may not be accustomed to, requiring critical, creative, systematic, and collaborative thinking and demanding the ability to find and intellectually defend connections among multiple points of knowledge.  In addition, success in this integrated core will rely on the sophisticated use of communication, information, and technological skills. 

The chief aim of the integrated learning core is to prepare for the future by reaching a deeper and more coherent understanding of how and why our world is changing.  By bringing all multiple perspectives to bear on contemporary issues and analyzing carefully their historical foundations we are more apt to develop a fuller understanding, and perhaps, an ameliorative sense of ethics if not actions.   

The common ingredients that run through the liberal studies curriculum from Styles and Ways to the Collegium Capstone are human ideas: our ideas of who we are as individuals; our genius, stupidity, prejudices, nobility, and brutalities; the mythical, social, and religious systems we have engineered throughout history to justify and explain our actions and to make us happy--on earth as well as in a variety of heavens and golden isles; the art and literary works we have fashioned out of an immense creativity to give shape, beauty, and meaning to our lives. Through it all, the constant that characterizes us as a species is our human curiosity, our quest to know, to pursue an understanding of who we are, why we are, where we have been, and where we are going. It is this passion for knowing and learning that brings us back again to the purpose of the unique liberal studies degree offered by the College of Arts and Sciences at Florida Gulf Coast University: to understand how and why our world is changing and what it means to us for the future. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION/GENERAL COMMENT

The Capstone serves as the culminating experience for the Collegium of Integrated Learning.  In this course, we will attempt to analyze and synthesize the Collegium experience.  We will continue to explore significant human ideas, examine intellectual histories, and develop critical thinking skills.  We will address the concept of hope and we will explore contemporary ideas of citizenship.
The marquis outcome for the course is community awareness and involvement and a mature service learning project is central to the work for the course.
FGCU STUDENT LEARNING GOALS AND OUTCOMES


As stated in the FGCU Catalog, “Florida Gulf Coast University is committed to (nine) learning goals and educational outcomes, believing they provide a foundation for lifelong learning and effective citizenship.  The specific outcomes involving knowledge, understanding, analysis, evaluation and collaboration provide the basis on which the University and the learner, sharing responsibility, can measure progress toward reaching these goals.”  In the College of Arts & Sciences, the Collegium has made a commitment to create curriculum that specifically addresses the FGCU student learning goals and outcomes.  Individual courses have marquee outcomes, and several of the more skills related outcomes are infused throughout the curriculum.


Specifically, the marquee outcomes for the Integrated Core Senior Seminar are Goal 5, Ethical Responsibility, Goal 7, Problem Solving Ability, and Goal 9, Community Awareness and Involvement.  These goals and outcomes are viewed as the result of a synthesis of all the other learning goals and outcomes as well as lenses through which to view the other goals and outcomes in relation to current issues.  In addition, all nine of the goals and outcomes are examined in the Senior Seminar.  

In the Senior Seminar we re-examine each of the nine student learning goals and outcomes with a particular emphasis on how they interrelate.  We infuse work on Effective Communication and Information Literacy throughout the Senior Seminar experience.  The result should be the ability to understand the complex, interdisciplinary nature of current issues and to be able to engage in ethical analysis and decision-making.

ATTENDANCE POLICY


Regular attendance is required. Being a student is your profession at this point in your lives. Just as absenteeism is unacceptable in the workplace, it is unacceptable in the classroom. At work you risk losing pay and ultimately your job, in class you risk losing points and ultimately being either dis-enrolled or failing the course. In other words, if you tend to cut classes, this is not the course for you.


Points will be deducted for each class you miss. (There are no free absences.) If you miss more than three class sessions, you will not pass the course.  In the rare instance in which you have a legitimate reason why you must miss a class, please let me know in advance if possible, and always provide written verification after the absence. Unverified absences will be considered illegitimate.


NOTE: Attendance includes coming to class on time, and remaining for the full period. Late arrival and early departure will result in a point reduction.

Classes before and after breaks are class sessions. Absence at any of these classes will be counted triple.

TEXTS
Nosich, Gerald M.  (2004).  Learning to think things through: A guide to critical thinking across the curriculum (2nd Edition).  NJ: Prentice Hall.
Honore, Carl.  (2004). In praise of slowness: Challenging the cult of speed. Harper San Francisco.

Barnet, S and Bedau, H (ed) (2005) Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A guide to Critical thinking and Argument, with readings. Bedford/St. Martin’s Boston
NY TIMES:  We’ll routinely base conversations and discussions around the daily NY TIMES that you can pick up free at various locations around campus.  

Loeb, Paul Rogat.  (2004). The impossible will take a little while: A citizen’s guide to hope in a time of fear.  NY: Basic Books.
PAPERS & PROJECT

A number of papers and a project will be assigned this semester.  Papers will be graded on both style and content. Points will be deducted for spelling and grammatical errors. Grades will suffer if your writing is poor. Part of your job, as a college student is to develop your writing skills. Well-written papers are to be presented in all classes, not just composition courses. In the workplace, poorly written reports, letters, memos, etc. are unacceptable. The same holds true in this class.

NOTE: All papers MUST be typed. In addition, the print must be large and dark enough not to cause eyestrain.

 FINAL GRADE

Final grades will be determined from an accumulation of points from papers, attendance, participation, and group projects.  If necessary, points will be deducted for inappropriate classroom behavior.


KEEP A COPY OF ALL MATERIAL YOU SUBMIT.


Cheating or plagiarism on any assignment will result in a failure in the course, not just the assignment, and if caught cheating, I will recommend dismissal from the university.

	ASSIGNMENTS
	Value

	Critical Thinking/Analysis of a “condition”
	15%

	Portrait of Self As Citizen (includes Journal, resume, cover letter)
 
	20%

	Portrait of An Adversary
	15%

	Civic Engagement/Service Learning Project
	20%

	Quizzes (usually written questions with answers about readings and other writing assignments)
	20%

	Participation in discussions and class activities- often will include worksheets and short writing assignments
	10%

	TOTAL
	100%



This course may include +/- grades based on the following scale:

	A          92.5 – 100
	C          72.5 – 77.49

	A-         90.00 – 92.49
	C-        70.00 – 72.49

	B+        87.5 – 89.99
	D+       67.5 – 69.99

	B          82.5 – 87.49
	D         62.5 – 67.49

	B-         80.00 – 82.49
	D-        60.00 – 62.49

	C+       77.5 – 79.99
	F          Below 60


Tentative schedule of activities- will be revised and updated with class input
	Week
	Day
	Date
	Topic/Readings
	Assignments

	1
	Mon.
	Aug 21
	Course Introduction
	

	
	Wed.
	Aug 23
	What is Education for? 
	SL and outcomes worksheets 

	2
	Mon.
	Aug 28
	What is IDS for?
	IDS review and preview

	
	Wed.
	Aug 30
	Becoming A Citizen
	Briefing on major due

	3
	Mon.
	Sept 4
	LABOR DAY NO CLASSES
	NO CLASSES

	
	Wed.
	Sept 6
	Civic Engagement project discuss
	Personal KSA’s due

	4
	Mon.
	Sept 11
	Critical thinking: Review and overview
	

	
	Wed.
	Sept 13
	Do everything faster
	Draft resume and cover letter
2 copies, one for –peer review

	5
	Mon.
	Sept 18
	Civic Engagement Project discussion
	

	
	Wed.
	Sept 20
	Slow is Beautiful
	

	6
	Mon.
	Sept 25
	World Condition set-up
	

	
	Wed.
	Sept 27
	Food:  Turning the table on speed
	

	7
	Mon.
	Oct 2
	World condition assign groups 
	

	
	Wed.
	Oct 4
	Cities:  Blending old and new
	

	8
	Mon.
	Oct 9
	FALL BREAK NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	
	Wed.
	Oct 11
	Mind/Body: Mens sana in Corpore Sano
	

	9
	Mon.
	Oct 16
	Group Issue presentation
	Group Issue presentation

	
	Wed.
	Oct 18
	Medicine:  Doctors and Patience
	Overview of Adversary due
2 copies, one for –peer review

	10
	Mon.
	Oct 23
	Group Issue presentation
	Group Issue presentation

	
	Wed.
	Oct 25
	Sex:  A Lover with a slow hand
	Draft Self- portrait due
2 copies, one for –peer review

	
	Fri
	Oct 27
	Last day to withdrawal without academic penalty

	11
	Mon.
	Oct 30
	Group Issue presentation
	Group Issue presentation

	
	Wed.
	Nov 1
	Work:  The Benefits of working less hard
	

	12
	Mon.
	Nov 6
	Group Issue presentation
	Group Issue presentation

	
	Wed.
	Nov 8
	Leisure:  The Importance of Being at Rest
	

	13
	Mon.
	Nov 13
	Civic Engagement progress report
	

	
	Wed.
	Nov 15
	Children:  Raising an Unhurried Child 
	

	14
	Mon.
	Nov 21
	Adversary presentations
	

	
	Wed.
	Nov 23
	THANKSGIVING NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	15
	Mon.
	Nov 27
	Adversary presentations
	

	
	Wed.
	Nov 29
	Adversary presentations
	

	16
	Mon.
	Dec 4
	Summary and closure
	All final drafts and papers 

	
	Mon.
	Dec 11
	FINAL SESSION
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