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Consciousness is alertness with orientation to time, person, and place. Confusion is an inability to think. First there is disorientation to time, then to place, and eventually to person. The attention span is shortened. A state of lethargy may exhibit orientation to person, place, and time; however, slow vocalization and decreased motor skills are present. Obtundation is awakening in response to stimulation. Continuous stimulation is needed for arousal. Stupor is vocalization only in response to vigorous stimuli. Markedly decreased spontaneous movement is seen. Coma displays no vocalization and no arousal to any stimulus.

*  Cerebral death, or irreversible coma, is death of the cerebral hemispheres, exclusive of the brain stem and cerebellum. The individual is permanently unable to respond in any way to the environment. The brain may continue to maintain internal homeostasis.

*  Brain death occurs when irreversible brain damage is so extensive that the brain can no longer maintain the body’s internal respiratory and cerebral vascular functions. There is destruction of the brain stem and cerebellum. 

*  Agnosia is a defect of recognition of the form and nature of objects. Although it most commonly is associated with cerebrovascular accidents, it may arise from any pathologic process that injures specific areas of the brain.

*  Dysphasia is impairment of comprehension or production of language. Comprehension or use of symbols, in either written or verbal language, is disturbed or lost. Dysphasia is usually associated with cerebral vascular accidents (CVA). Usually involves the frontotemporal region. Dysphasia may be nonfluent; the individual cannot find words for expression and exhibits difficulty in writing. Dysphasia can also be fluent, verbal language is produced, but it is meaningless with inappropriate words.

*  Aphasia is the loss of the comprehension or production of language.
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