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A seizure is a sudden, explosive disorderly discharge of cerebral neurons and is characterized by a sudden, transient alteration in brain function, usually involving motor, sensory, autonomic, or psychic clinical manifestations and an alteration in level of arousal. The alteration in level of arousal is temporary. Some causes of seizures include:

              *  infections/high fever
              *  brain tumors
              *  perinatal injury
              *  vascular disease
              *  congenital malformations
              *  metabolic defects


	Disorder
	Areas Involved
	Changes in Consciousness (LOC)
	Impaired Capacities/Symptoms

	Partial

  * Jacksonian


  * Psychomotor 
	

Simple unilateral

Complex unilateral
	

*  No change in consciousness generally

*  Loss of consciousness, automatism
	

*  Disturbance in motor capacity

*  Dyscognitive states, loss of awareness

	Generalized

  *  Generalized tonic-clonic movement (grand-mal)
	Bilateral
	Loss of consciousness with postictal sleeping


	Major tonic-clonic movement; muscular contraction followed by relaxation or longer phase of contraction.

	Absence (petit mal)
	Bilateral
	Transient loss of consciousness
	Blank spells, akinetic seizures, myoclonic jerks.
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