
[image: image1.wmf]           Memory Check: Motility Disorders


Disorders                             Causes                                               Manifestations 

Dysphagia                          Esophageal obstruction                     Distention and spasm of 
(swallowing difficulty).     Tumors, strictures, or diverticula      esophagus after swallowing,
                                            Impaired esophageal motility             regurgitation of undigested food.                                                   
                                            Neural dysfunction, muscular                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
                                            disease, CVA.
                                            Achalasia (decreased ganglion 
                                            cells in myenteric plexus, muscle
                                            cell atrophy) 

Gastroesophageal reflux  Increased abdominal pressure,        Regurgitation of chyme within
(chyme reflux into             ulcers, pyloric edema and                 one hour of eating.
esophagus)                       strictures, hiatal hernia. 
                                                                                

Hiatal hernia                       Congenitally short esophagus,          Gastroesophageal reflux, 
(protrusion of upper          trauma, weak diaphragmatic              dysphagia, epigastric pain.   
stomach through               muscles at gastroesophageal 
diaphragm into thorax.     junction, increased abdominal
                                            pressure.  

Pyloric obstruction           Peptic ulcer or carcinoma                    Epigastric fullness, nausea
(narrow pylorus)               near pylorus.                                          and pain, vomitus without 
                                                                                                            bile. 

Intestinal obstruction       Hernia, telescoping of one                   Colicky pain to severe and
(impaired chyme flow       twisting, inflamed diverticula,             constant pain, vomiting,          
lumen)                                tumor growth, loss of peristaltic         diarrhea, dehydration and
                                           activity.                                                   hypovolemia and acidosis
                                                                                                            their complications.                                     
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