Meade LX200-ACF Basic Instruction Manual
Startup
Place Tripod.  Expand the tripod legs completely with the legs equally spaced apart.
Mount Scope.  Two people place the scope onto the tripod with another to guide the scope onto the tripod bolt. The scope’s control panel must face south. While the scope is held in place, tighten the bolt with the spreader plate flush against each tripod leg. If the bolt does not tighten completely, shift the scope and verify that the tripod legs are equally spaced apart.
Position Scope.  There are 2 axes that must be set: azimuth and altitude. The azimuth axis is at the base of the scope. The azimuth axis must be set after manually homing the telescope. Home the telescope by manually rotating the telescope counterclockwise until it comes to a stop, then rotate the scope clockwise until it is pointing true north.  Rotate the numbered ring on the base of the scope so that any number lines up with the lines on the base and fork. Tighten the silver lever. The altitude axis is the top of each fork arm with a knurled lock knob on one arm and a smooth knob with a numbered ring on the other arm. Move the scope up or down so that the “0” on the numbered ring lines up with the line and tighten the knurled lock knob. Warning: Do not over tighten either of these locks and do not loosen the smooth knob.
Prepare Scope.  Remove the covers on both ends of the scope and finder scope.  Connect the power, and handset (receptacle Hbx) cords to the control panel on the scope base.  Place a 26 mm eyepiece in the diagonal prism and tighten the thumbscrew to a firm feel only.  
Automatic Alignment (Auto Align) Feature.  Flip the telescope power switch to the “ON” position.  Press “0” to begin automatic alignment.  The telescope will begin its auto alignment routine.  This routine will take approximately 5 minutes.  The telescope will then slew to the first alignment star, the display will prompt you to “Center Brightest Star”, use the arrow keys to center the bright star while looking through the eyepiece.  Then press “ENTER”.  The telescope will then slew to a second alignment star and will again prompt you to “Center Brightest Star”, use the arrow keys to center the bright star while looking through the eyepiece.  Then press “ENTER”.  Then “Alignment Successful” will display.  Press “MODE” once.  You are now ready to observe.
Finding Objects
Planets and Moon.  Press number key 5 “SS” for the solar system catalog.  Use the scroll keys up or down to select an object.  Press “ENTER” to calculate the objects coordinates and the name of the object will be displayed.  Press “GOTO” to slew to the object.
Messier.  Press number key 3 “M” for the Messier catalog.  Use the scroll keys up or down to select an object. Press “ENTER” to calculate the objects coordinates and the name of the object will be displayed.  Press “GOTO” to slew to the object.
NGC.  Press number key 9 “NGC” for the NGC catalog.  Use the scroll keys up or down to select an object.  Press “ENTER” to calculate the objects coordinates and the name of the object will be displayed. Press “GOTO” to slew to the object.
Common Stars.   Press number key 6 “STAR” for the star catalog.  Use the scroll keys up or down to select an object. Press “ENTER” to calculate the objects coordinates and the name of the object will be displayed. Press “GOTO” to slew to the object.
Shut Down
Prepare Scope.  Power off the scope and remove the power and handset cords. Warning: the handset cord has a clip just like a phone cord: do not simply pull it out of the jack. Replace all covers. Loosen both axis locks and point the scope down. Do not retighten these locks. Place the foam between the scope cover and the fork. 
Disassembly.  Two people hold the scope and one person loosen the tripod bolt until the scope is free of the tripod. Collapse the tripod and move the scope, tripod, and accessory box to the cart.
