School Reform Activity

In the chapter on school reform, 24 programs that have a research base are listed. Dr. Owens refers you to a web site that is also included on the links provided on the Educational Leadership website. 

Each member of your group will choose a different reform program from the 24 listed. On the website you will read about the reform. Then, go to the research literature and find a study that evaluates the school reform you chose. Locate an article that is a true research study, either quantitative or qualitative, read it and then summarize its findings. Share this with your group. Don’t choose an article that simply talks about the program components, or one that is a “war” story that touts the program’s effectiveness by stating how well the authors “think” it worked in a school or district. Find one that actually studied the effectiveness of the program and measured the program’s effectiveness based on such dependent variable as test scores, school climate studies, and qualitative interviews and observations by researchers.

To find a study, may use the list of references that are included on the website, or another that you may find in the research literature that is more recent.

Your group will then decide which of the reform programs that each of you reviewed is your favorite, based on the research finding. State what makes you choose the reform as the best. 

Use this website for help:

Click here
