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Research papers are graded in the following areas: content, introduction, conclusion, grammar, coherence, proofreading, and APA writing format. The first rubric in each area is in bold. Rubric points are converted into letter grades and percentage grades at the end of this guide. Your value score is circled in each of the areas, and your total score and grade are circled at the end of this guide.

	Item 
	Area
	Value
	Description
	Comments

	1
	Content
	6
	Content is complete with all sides of issues adequately covered and clearly discussed. Good selection of primary  sources used.
	

	2
	Content
	5
	Content is nearly complete with all sides of the issues brought forward and discussed. One or two of the issues in this subject, however, were treated lightly and some detail is lacking.
	

	3
	Content
	3
	Several of the issues related to this topic were not covered very well, and much of the detail is lacking.
	

	4
	Content
	0
	Either one or more of the issues related to the topic were not addressed, or the details were so lacking that the reader obtained a bias view of the topic. 
	


	5
	Intro.
	6
	The introduction provides a detailed explanation of the paper contents; identifies the topics to be addressed; identifies the problem to be studied; and lists the research questions to be answered and/or the paper’s thesis.
	

	6
	Intro.
	5
	The paper has a good introduction to the topic but at least one of the following is missing or inadequately detailed:  paper's thesis; issues to be discussed; significance of the topic to educators.
	

	7
	Intro.
	3
	The paper lacks a good introduction to the topic in that the following are missing or are miscommunicated to the readers: research questions to be answered and/or the paper’s thesis.
	

	8
	Intro.
	0
	The paper lacks a good introduction to the topic in that several of the following are missing or  miscommunicated to the readers: significance of the topic to educators; problem identification; issues to be discussed; research questions to be answered and/or the paper’s thesis.
	


	9
	Conclusion
	6
	The conclusion communicates the author’s ability to analyze the research, synthesize the concepts, and draw conclusions that are related directly to the paper’s thesis and/or research questions.
	

	10
	Conclusion
	5
	The conclusion is good but lacks depth in either its conclusions and/or recommendations.
	

	11
	Conclusion
	3
	The conclusion is simply a summary of some of the main points of the paper and does not adequately address the conclusions about the paper’s thesis or the research questions.
	

	12
	Conclusion
	0
	The conclusion does not address the paper’s thesis, research questions, or make conclusions and recommendations.
	


	Item 
	Area
	Value
	Description
	Comments

	13
	Grammar
	3
	The paper has no grammatical errors.
	

	14
	Grammar
	2
	One or two spelling or grammatical errors were made, such as subject/verb agreement, misplaced modifiers, word usage etc.
	

	15
	Grammar
	0
	More than two grammatical errors were made.
	


	16
	Coherence
	3
	The topics in the paper are connected together well, with excellent transitions among paragraphs and sentences.
	

	17
	Coherence
	2
	The paper is connected very well with one or two minor exceptions in transitions between sentences and/or paragraphs.
	

	18
	Coherence
	0
	There are more then two transition problems, making the paper difficult to follow.
	


	19
	Proof-Reading
	6
	There are no proofreading errors.
	

	20
	Proof-Reading
	5
	There are one or two minor proofreading errors, including typographical errors, minor problems in APA typing format etc. 
	

	21
	Proof-Reading
	3
	There are more than two errors in proofreading.
	

	22
	Proof-Reading
	0
	There are many errors and it is obvious that the writer did not proof read the paper.
	


	23
	APA Style
	12
	The paper follows APA style completely.
	

	24
	APA Style
	11
	There are one or two APA style errors, including misplaced punctuation in the reference list or text citations, incorrect typing of the reference list, gender bias, un-referenced paragraphs, etc.
	

	25
	APA Style
	9
	There are two to four errors in APA style.
	

	26
	APA Style
	6
	There are more than four errors in APA style.
	

	27
	APA Style
	0
	Much of the paper has grave problems with proper referencing within the text. Many of the paragraphs are not referenced, or it is difficult to tell whom the author is crediting with the information.
	


	Plagiarism
Plagiarism is using another persons thoughts or words in a paper without giving proper acknowledgment. Papers that show evidence of plagiarism will be given a grade of zero points. Students who plagiarize will be given a chance to increase the grade to a maximum of a  “D-“ (60%) by redoing the paper. Otherwise the paper will be given the grade of “F” (0%).


	Number of Rubric Points
	Letter Grade
	Percentage Equivalent

	41-42
	A+
	100

	39-40
	A
	94

	37-38
	A-
	90

	35-36
	B+
	88

	33-34
	B
	84

	31-32
	B-
	80

	29-30
	C+
	78

	27-28
	C
	74

	25-26
	C-
	70

	23-24
	D+
	68

	21-22
	D
	64

	19-20
	D-
	60

	18 or less
	F
	60 or less


